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July 19, 2007 
 
Minutes of the regular Water & Sewer Commission.  Both Melvin Coffelt and Robert Anderson are 
present and Rod Blakeslee is absent.  Commission reviewed the minutes of the June meeting, 
Robert made a motion to accept the minutes and Melvin 2nd the motion.  Next the commissioners 
reviewed June’s Financial Statement.  Robert made a motion to accept the report and Melvin 2nd 
the motion, all were in favor. 
 
Old Business 
Jeff Coffelt has called LeRoy, regarding Joe Cindric’s move out of state.  LeRoy didn’t have anyone 
to recommend to replace Joe, at least who live in Benton County.  Robert suggested to Jeff, we put 
an advertisement in the newspaper. Melvin however, said, we shouldn’t jump in to hire someone we 
all don’t get along with. Melvin said both Deborah and Mary can handle things to the best of their 
ability, but realizes there may be some area’s that may get missed if the office gets too hectic. In 
addition, we went many years without having an in house CPA, we know LeRoy does want Joe 
replaced, but we will take our time and find the right person that can fit in with all of us, just as Joe 
has done.  Right now Melvin wants us to simply ‘put the word out’ and see what turns up. 
 
Melvin reported on the status of Rod Blakeslee’s health.  Rod is cancer free and he’ll get to come 
back to the commission meetings when Rod feels strong enough. 
 
Jeff said, the Greenhouse Road and Highway 102 project will get started on August 1st.  
 
Jeff has gotten a set of revised off sight plans for the water line installation on Kitty & Noah Roads.   
 
Phil Humbard of Engineering Services, Inc. reported on the new Toll Road and gave us a Spec 
book and 2 copies of the plans that were sent to the State.  Phil also gave us a map of the property 
ownership, and it looks like there will be 63 parcels the relocated waterlines will cross.  Of the 63 
parcels, we will need to get 55 new easements. Melvin asked Phil, how many times will the 
waterline cross under the highway? Phil didn’t know the exact number but it’s in the neighborhood 
of 7 or 8 times.  Jeff said the State has already purchased a majority of the Right of Ways.  Phil 
suggested we use Cassie Elliot to perform our easement acquisition; she has quoted $246 per 
easement to Phil.  Plus the need to figure in the cost for Engineering and Legal expenditures makes 
Phil’s estimate to be around $650 per easement acquisition. Melvin asked Phil if the State would 
argue that high of price.  Phil told the commission, if the State baulks at the fee then they can get all 
of the easements themselves.  Jeff has been getting calls from Universal Field Services with 
concerns from customers who will be affected by the new Toll Road.  Customers want reassurances 
they will still have access to the water once the lines are relocated.  Howard Slinkard agreed to call 
Phil so an easement form can be worked out.  Robert Anderson made a motion instructing 
Engineering Services, Inc. to compose a letter to the Arkansas Highway Dept, regarding easements 
and the reimbursement of the easement acquisition fee’s.  Melvin Coffelt 2nd the motion and both 
were in favor. 
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Melvin asked Jeff, when will all of the utilities be relocated at Greenhouse and Highway 102?  Jeff 
replied, Bentonville is paying out of pocket and this is not a state job, so it may take a while yet.  
Melvin asked Mayor Williams what date he’s heard for this projects completion. The mayor said, it’s 
set for 2009.   
 
Melvin reported on NACA, and said they are now speaking of building a treatment plant.  NACA has 
applied for a Staag Grant, but it won’t be available until 2008 and then its only $500,000.  NACA will 
more than likely end up selling Bonds.  Phil Humbard said, Jerry Martin is looking into our own 
discharge permit again with a northeast outflow in McKissic creek and if we can’t discharge there, 
then possibly again at Spavinaw or Osage.  Our cheapest option is to definitely build our own 
treatment facility on the Allen Road property.  Phil asked, what will be NACA’s treatment cost?  
Melvin said they’re talking about $3.85 per thousand for the treatment, and then there will be the 
transmission lines cost of top of the treatment.  Robert said, he’s looking forward to reading 
Engineering Services, Inc. report, and without a significant contribution from the state, he didn’t 
think this commission would be interested in connecting with the NACA project.  Robert went on the 
say, if they’re expecting our customer base to quadruple, then maybe we could afford, but at our 
current growth rate there is no way.  The more I’ve thought about this, we need to find some sort of 
reasonability back into this factor.  Melvin said, some towns will have to start paying immediately, 
even though they don’t have any customers attached to a NACA line.  John Sampier is expected to 
hear from the Governor by August 1st .   
 
Jeff said he and Phil will set a date for a meeting to discuss the Toll Road project. 
 
Howard told the commissioners, he has a draft of the employee manual and Howard will get a copy 
to us for everyone to read. 
 
Robert Anderson made a motion to adjourn and Melvin 2nd the motion, all were in favor.  


