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March 15, 2007 
 
Minutes of the regular Water & Sewer Commission meeting, Melvin Coffelt and Robert Anderson are both 
present, Sec/Treasure  Rod Blakeslee is absent.  Melvin called the meeting to order and the commission 
reviewed the minutes of the February meeting. Robert made a motion to accept the minutes and Melvin 2nd his 
motion, both were in favor.  Next the commissioners reviewed the February Financial Report; Robert made a 
motion to accept the statement and Melvin 2nd his motion, all were in favor. 
 
John Sampier representing NACA, Steve Yonkers of Burns & McDonnell and Chuck Nichols with USI 
Engineers are all here to give a presentation to the Centerton Water & Sewer Commissioners regarding the 
NACA project.  The group is hoping the regional treatment plant will be in operation by 2009.  The men all 
said NACA will need to market the Bonds, and also needs Bentonville, Centerton, Tonitown and Highfill all 
to sign their Service Agreements.  The regional treatment plant is expected to be located near XNA Airport.  
The cost estimates with the cost sharing between Bentonville and Centerton on our shared transmission line 
will be around $20-million for Bentonville’s share and around $8-million for Centerton’s share. The total 
conveyance transmission line cost is estimated to be $32-million, and the actual plant will be $31-million.  
The plant is being designed so it can easily be upgraded and expanded.  NACA does have a discharge permit; 
the Osage permit was transferred over to the NACA group. The usage fee for all of the using cities will pay 
the same per thousand billing.  The billing will be fair across the board and no longer based upon population, 
billed only for the amount sent to the plant for treatment.  Chuck Nichols started reading his statement from 
the NACA Presentation handbook that was handed out.  Melvin asked Chuck, why didn’t Highfill participate 
in the Stag Grant? Steve Yonkers said that is a good question but none of the men knew the reason why.  
Melvin said by the year 2010 we would be putting around 1-million gallons into the system on a daily bases.  
The NACA billing is scheduled to be, first on the cost of each entities transmission lines and the actual 
amount of gallons of wastewater put into the system per billing cycle.  John Sampier stated, the days of cheap 
sewer rates are now days gone by. Government reports indicate the average nationwide sewer charges are $45 
per month.  However, in northwest Arkansas the average charge is $29 per month.  Steve Yonkers said 
Tonitown has committed a portion of city Sales Tax toward paying the conveyance charge. Tonitown officials 
think their rates would be too high for the residents it the average customer had be absorb that charge as well.  
Melvin also said, if we can’t get some free money from either the State or the Fed’s, the burden will have to 
be carried by our customers as well.  In addition, Melvin is not comfortable asking Centerton customers to 
pay such high rates.  Senator Kim Hendren has proposed a bill, asking for $3-million to go toward NACA’s 
expenses, land payment, administrative costs, and any miscellaneous expenditures.  Mayor Ken Williams said 
it will cost the Centerton Water & Sewer Dept another $1-2 million for our department to reverse sewer flow 
to push the waste into the NACA lines.  Howard Slinkard said, even if Sen. Hendren got the vote approved in 
a bond election, the funds wouldn’t be available until 2009.  Melvin said we should know something by the 
end of this congressional session. 
 
Chuck Nichols continues to read the presentation booklet word for word.  Howard asked, is there a prohibition 
on taking sewer in from outside of a cities limit?  Chuck answered that he didn't know right off, but he would 
look into it. John Sampier said however, if a sub-division is outside of a city limits but is within a NACA 
customers planning jurisdiction, then 'outsiders' could tap on to the line.  Howard wondered where 
Bentonville stood on NACA?  And John Sampier said it looks like Bentonville will sign the contract.  Melvin 
reminded the commission of our current sewer contract with Bentonville that states we will be a customer 
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until at least the year 2018. Or at the very least, we will pay $3,800 per month whether we use their sewer 
treatment or not. He believes the Centerton City Council should be given this same presentation by the NACA 
group.  Mayor Ken Williams said, we should not put NACA on the council agenda until the end of the month 
of April, so NACA will have a little time to get better prepared.  NACA wants to get the ball rolling but the 
rates are high and he doesn't want to ask our customers to pay nearly $10 per thousand gallons. Robert 
Anderson told the NACA members, we've had other permanent alternatives taken away from us, it's time the 
City Council know how connecting to NACA will impact the Centerton residents. Melvin remarked, 
supposedly, regional plants are supposed to be economical. 
 
Jeff Coffelt reported on the easement acquisition along Highway 102 widening project. The Eichenlaub's want 
to save their trees, and the Oelhberg's easement is being contested by Ted and Bette.  Jeff will go to the  
courthouse to look up the original easement. The Oelhberg's want $5.50 per square foot for their easement, to 
lay the new line. Jeff said we need an appraisal and then we can start to condemn the land for the easement.   
Melvin said its a State project, shouldn't they do the condemning?  Jeff said, not to move a utility line. 
 
The Bid for a sewer truck was given by Skruggs Equipment, for $73,942., they were the only company to 
submit a bid, and their bid includes a training course for our staff.  Robert Anderson made a motion to accept 
Skruggs bid of $73,942 and to authorize the purchase of the sewer truck. Melvin 2nd the bid and both were in 
favor.  Jeff report, Steele Development were the low bid for our CWSD office remodel for $40,750.  Robert 
made a motion to accept Steele's bid and Melvin 2nd the motion, all were in favor.  The low bid for new 
building was initially submitted by Mr. Herrington; however, he used the wrong specs which invalidated his 
entire bid. Jeff told Mr. Herrington he wanted a new bid using the correct specs. By the time of our meeting, 
his new bid had not arrived. At that time, Robert made a motion to accept the Steele Development bid for a 
second building of $69,500. Melvin 2nd the motion, and all were in favor.  Melvin asked Jeff, when will the  
construction begin?  Jeff said within 2 to 3 weeks. 
 
The Mayor said he does not want NACA on the council’s agenda, until the council has had more time to get 
prepared for the presentation. 
 
Robert Anderson made a motion to adjourn and Melvin Coffelt 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 
 

 


