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August 21, 2008 
 
Minutes of the regular Water & Sewer Commission.  Melvin Coffelt called the meeting to order 
and all commissioners are present. Robert Anderson made a motion to accept the July 
commission minutes and Jane Birmingham 2nd his motion, all commissioners were in favor.  
Melvin told the commission, if you both think we still need to talk things over with LeRoy, let me 
know now so that we can make sure he gets to our next meeting. Jeff Coffelt said, he didn’t think 
we need LeRoy again until questions arise regarding our proposed 2009 Budget; the 
commissioners agreed and decided not to ask LeRoy to attend a commission meeting regarding 
our inner system connection. Next the commissioners reviewed the July Financial Statement. 
Robert asked Jeff to explain his allocation report regarding the number of work orders and how 
the total labor costs are calculated, Jeff explained the breakdown on his report, and he has 
spoke with LeRoy regarding a possible journal entry on a quarterly bases. Robert made a motion 
to accept the Financial Report and Jane 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 
 
Old Business 
Jeff started his department reports by saying, since we’ve had some recent billing issues he has 
again looked into replacing our billing postcards with a legal sized billing statement, and asked 
the commission if they were still interested in replacing our postcard bills. Robert asked Jeff, 
have you looked at pressure sealed envelopes? Jeff said, yes we have, and then mentioned 
how expensive pressure sealed envelopes are. Jeff told the commission how we physically hand 
counted every single bill we printed for the August bills. Melvin said, we’ve had problems in the 
past but this has definitely been the biggest. In addition, even with our new Post Office the mail 
will still be sorted at Fayetteville. Jeff suggested we only order 6-months worth of bills for now, 
and then in the future possibly hire an independent company to mail out our future billing. Robert 
said, maybe we should mail out Shut Off notices inside of an envelope, and that some 
jurisdictions consider Shut Off notices a violation of an individual’s privacy.   
 
Patricia Elliott of Gamble Road has been annexed into the City Limits since May 2008, before 
that however, the County Inspector allowed her to connect to the electric pole without having 
either water or sewer. Now Patricia has written the Governors office in Little Rock complaining 
that Centerton refuses to serve her, a resident, the utilities her home needs.  
 
Jeff reported on Waterford Park subdivision, stating all of the waterlines laid are correct, 
however the owner Chris Trudo, has now filed for bankruptcy, and there isn’t a septic tanks 
installed at two of the built homes. On the homes that do have a septic tank installed, the lots 
were approved for 3 bedroom homes only, however all of the houses built in Waterford Park are 
6 bedroom homes. Jeff proposed to the commission, that he send a letter to the county and the 
state, explaining the inadequate sewer septic systems. Jeff said he will get together with Howard 
Slinkard to get the proper wording for the letter. Jeff further said, Odie Bean can then enforce the 
law based on the defects. Jeff said, we have a process and these kinds of big issues don’t really 
ever happen, but when that area was still BCWA there’s just no telling what all went on. 



Centerton Water & Sewer Department 
P.O. Box 366 Centerton, AR 72719 

Ph. 479-795-0222  Fax 479-795-0846 

MELVIN E. COFFELT, CHAIRMAN  

JANE BIRMINGHAM, VICE CHAIRMAN 

ROBERT ANDERSON, SECRETARY/TREASURER 
       

 

 

Phil Humbard said he really doesn’t have anything to report. Melvin asked Phil, what’s our next 
step to getting a discharge permit, and, he said he’d spoke with Raymond Allen today as well. 
Melvin reported that Raymond would like to sell less land than we would want, but Raymond will 
do what is right for the city.  Phil said he’d need to make a site plan, just a small one sheet 
wonder. Melvin said Raymond hasn’t ruled out a land swap with the city. Phil said we would 
need a boundary survey and a Topo, and then we could develop a budget and time frame for 
the project. Melvin said we’d need 20-25 acres, Phil said we would need a sight with a buffer as 
big as possible.  Melvin said, 2018 will come sooner than we think (contract with Bentonville). 
Melvin told Raymond, he’d like us to be able to work up some kind of offer and acceptance with 
a First Option clause.  Melvin also told Phil, before anyone from Engineering Services, Inc. goes 
to speak with Raymond or to do any kind of survey, be sure to call him first, don’t just drop in on 
he and his wife. 
 
New Business 
Howard Slinkard presented a resolution regarding the inner system connection, he also told the 
commissioners, and we can’t get the bond business ready until we get them the letter of intent. 
Resolution 08-03 establishes a legal services agreement with Arkansas Natural Resources 
Commission regarding the inner system connection. Robert made a motion to read the 
resolution by title only, Jane 2nd the motion. Resolution 08-03 was then read by title only and 
adopted. Melvin and Robert then signed off on the adopted legal services agreement resolution. 
 
It was reported that the Wagner Road water plan compliance plans have been sent off to the 
state. 
 
Melvin reported there would be a park dedication and reception to follow tomorrow for former 
employee William Lee Coffelt. 
 
Jane Birmingham made a motion to adjourn and Melvin Coffelt 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 
 
 
 


