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March 20, 2008 
 
Minutes of the regular Water & Sewer Commission meeting, both Melvin Coffelt and Robert 
Anderson are present.  Melvin called the meeting to order, the first order of business; the 
commissioners reviewed the Minutes of the February meeting.  Robert made a motion to accept the 
minutes and Melvin 2nd the motion, both were in favor.  Next the commission reviewed February’s 
Financial Statement.  Due to the rather high sewer treatment bill from the City of Bentonville, Robert 
asked Jeff Coffelt, did we have a big inflow of ground water? Jeff reported, the pumps hung up and 
we did also have some ground water inflow. At least Jeff assumes there was ground flow, and then 
we had 10-inches of rain in 2 days, so our next bill may be even higher.  Robert pointed out to Jeff, 
the Math is wrong on his spreadsheet, telling Jeff, he did a 50-50% split instead of the usual 80-20% 
split.  Jeff agreed there is an error and he will correct it.  Robert then made a motion to accept the 
Financial Statement (pending the revisions), Melvin 2nd the motion, both were in favor. 
 
Department Report 
Jeff said our biggest current issue is the influx from recent rains. By Tuesday morning, Jeff was 
pulling our pumps, but still couldn’t keep up with the flow of water, wastewater, and ground water.  
Jeff called BBB septic to begin extracting water for us, to prevent any type of overflow.  Jeff 
reported, Bentonville was not pleased with him bypassing the lift station clocks, although even 
Bentonville had several lift stations under water.  In the end, we did not spend $30,000 for the pump 
around from BBB septic.  Melvin asked Jeff, did we overflow? Yes, we overflowed for about 10-
minutes.  Jeff eventually shut off the basin and just let the pumps run steady for the rest of the 
evening.  Melvin and Jeff commented, they haven’t seen the creek up that high for at least 15-years.  
Jeff said he had seen where a gasket had blown out and the breach was taking in water.  With the 
mass volume of water, Jeff said, it was hard to determine if the pumps couldn’t keep up or if we 
were really taking on that much ground water.  Robert asked, did we have any manholes under 
water that could’ve been taking in water? Jeff replied, probably a few, but now that the water is 
receding it’ll be hard to tell where our weak points are.  Melvin commented, I can’t recall the creek 
ever being up that high, I just hope we haven’t got a bunch of big cracks!  Jeff told Phillip Humbard, 
it looks like where two beams come together there isn’t any caulk. 
 
Jeff reported, a water main in the BCWA district broke on Mt. Olive Road.  It broke where the line 
crossed a creek but wasn’t ever encased in cement.  Due to the heavy rains, about 60-80 feet of 
pipe blew out. We made the repair using Johnny McClellan’s track-hoe.  Jeff spoke with the 
landowner and other customers; they were without water from approximately 6 a.m. until 3.30 p.m., 
he said, other than those things, we’re OK. 
 
Melvin reported he went to the RDA meeting.  The RDA has agreed to waive the 90-day clause, 
which states no rate increase until the RDA board has had time to consider an increase.  Melvin 
said he thought the RDA was very agreeable and asked good questions.  Robert made a motion to 
adopt Resolution 08-02, which amended our previous rate change Resolution. 
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Melvin asked interim Mayor Bobbie Griffith, has the city decided on the land yet? Bobbie told the 
commissioners, no, she’s gone to two local banks to get a loan for $515,000 but was told “the City 
doesn’t have enough revenue to borrow that much”.  Melvin said we’ve had the land surveyed, but 
doesn’t remember where the pin points are. Jeff said, they are noted on the Plat.  Melvin said since 
the City plans on keeping their 7-acres, we need to get the other land cleaned up and get it listed 
pretty quickly.  In addition, we’re not trying to push the City panic button, but we need to get on the 
move and get this sold. 
 
A letter to Teresa Marks, Director of ADEQ, was mailed several months ago regarding the NPDES 
discharge limits, since there has not been any reply, it was agreed upon to resubmit the letter to all 
of the same recipients as well as  to whom it was CC’ed the first time it was mailed.  Jeff said the 
permit hearing is set for April in Little Rock. 
 
The Oklahoma Poultry hearing has been held, there may be a temporary injunction on future 
discharge.  Melvin said, we are still under contract with Bentonville for another 10-yrs so we don’t 
need to make any quick decisions.  Howard Slinkard asked, did NACA sell their bonds?  Both 
Melvin and Jeff said they had.  Robert once again asked, how can they possibly sell bonds without 
a discharge permit? 
 
Phil Humbard gave the commissioners their own copy of the report he sent to the WAC committee. 
 
Robert Anderson made a motion to adjourn, Melvin Coffelt 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 
 
 
 


