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May 15, 2008 
 
Minutes of the regular Water & Sewer Commission meeting, both Melvin Coffelt and Robert 
Anderson are present. The first order of business is the review of the April 2008 minutes.  Robert 
asked Deborah Lincecum to change Jane Birmingham’s job description from “civil engineer” to a 
“civil engineer tech”, and change the word “waster” to “waste”.  Robert then made a motion to 
accept the April 2008, with the two changes, Melvin 2nd the motion.  Next the commissioners 
reviewed the April Financial Statement. Robert made a motion to accept the Financial Statement 
and Melvin 2nd the motion, both were in favor. 
 
Jeff Coffelt reported he has ordered ball and socket pipe to repair the water main on Spavinaw 
creek, it will take about 4 weeks before the pipe can be delivered.  Jeff has spoke with FEMA 
officials, asking if they will help pay for the repair.  Jeff has ordered 140 foot of 4-inch pipe, costing 
at least $10,000, and another $30-$35,000 to get it laid in the ground. 
 
Jeff told the commission, Deborah and Mary are struggling a little with the new merged system.  Our 
rate structures will now just be water and sewer, not CWSD water, BCWA water and then sewer.  
Robert told Jeff, it might not be a bad idea to still be able to track the water used within CWSD and 
BCWA.  Jeff said it can be done that way, using our meter locate numbers.  Robert said he’d like to 
track the water not necessarily CWSD or BCWA, but rather, in-town and out of town water usage.  
Melvin said, he’d like to be able to see the expenses for both in and out of town.  Jeff told the 
commissioners; LeRoy wanted to only track water and sewer. Robert still wants Jeff to track all cost 
repairs in accordance with in or out of town. He said, now we are one water distribution but we have 
two cost centers.  Jeff said, once we merged the systems together, BCWA no longer exists; we are 
now one water system.     
 
Phil Humbard reported, preliminary plans have been sent to ADEQ on the Kinyon property, 
including an Engineers report and a losing stream report, all of this was part of our “west” 
application.  Phil said, Jerry Martin participated in our previous application, and he doesn’t know all 
of the former specifics.  Melvin said, the State says our chances of getting our discharge permit 
would increase if we already own the land first.  Phil laid out a Google map and showed the 
commission the best place to build a new treatment plant along Allen Road, and we should have at 
least 5-acres.  There was then some talk of acquiring some land from Raymond Allen, but Melvin 
thought he may not be interested in selling any of his land because all of the land is locked into a 
Trust fund.  Melvin said, several years ago he and William Lee had talked with Raymond Allen 
about buying some of his land, but he was not interested at that time and he was very concerned 
about having to pay Capital Gains tax .  Phil said, once we get an option on the land, we can 
continue with our plans and send plant design plans to the State.  If we decided to use a land 
application, we would need 131-acres.  Phil said, getting with Raymond is a big issue for our 
department, and Robert asked, what would be our alternatives if Raymond won’t sell any of his 
land?  Phil said Raymond should be approached with a stipulation, such as we would pay all of his 
Capital Gains tax.  Howard Slinkard said we could do that; we would just have to adjust the cost per 
acres to cover his taxes, and after that we could simply work out any other terms he may ask.  It 



Centerton Water & Sewer Department 
P.O. Box 366 Centerton, AR 72719 

Ph. 479-795-0222  Fax 479-795-0846 

MELVIN E. COFFELT, CHAIRMAN      

ROBERT ANDERSON, SECRETARY/TREASURER 
       

 

 

was agreed upon, both Melvin Coffelt and Jeff Coffelt would get together and both go speak with 
Raymond Allen and his wife.  They would also make the offer to “land swap” with Raymond, some 
of his land on Allen Road for some of the Kinyon 33-acres the city has on Highway 279 & Seba 
Road.  
 
Phil has gone ahead and designed the pump lift station at the BCWA water tank on Highway 72, 
Phil then showed the commissioners a set of the plans. Phil remarked how clean the plans are and 
there will not be any climbing over pumps and pipes within the lift station.  The BCWA pump will 
work off of the elevation of our water at the CWSD tower, so when our water lever hits a certain low 
point, the pump would kick on.  Jeff told the commission, 2-Ton keeps us around 30 psi.  Phil is now 
waiting to get together with the pump manufacture in the next couple of weeks, and he’s still waiting 
to get the approval from the state Health Dept.  Jeff said, the tie-in’s are fairly small, the biggest one 
was supposed to be on the Cowgur project.  But that project was being financed by Arkansas 
National Bank (ANB) and the project has came to a screeching halt now that the bank has been 
seized by the FDIC.  
 
Robert Anderson made a motion to nominate Hilda Gurley-Highgate to fill the Vice Chairman 
vacancy on the commission, Melvin 2nd the nomination, both were in favor.  Melvin asked Deborah 
to speak with Hilda, to tell her she’d been awarded the position, and to create a memo to the City 
Council announcing the commissions’ selection.   
 
Howard Slinkard had nothing to report to the commissioners, other than to tell them, he didn’t think 
it was necessary for him to accompany Melvin and Jeff on their visit to see Raymond Allen. 
 
Robert Anderson made a motion to adjourn and Melvin Coffelt 2nd the motion, all were in favor.    
 


