
Centerton Water & Sewer Department 
P.O. Box 366 Centerton, AR 72719 

Ph. 479-795-0222  Fax 479-795-0846 

MELVIN E. COFFELT, CHAIRMAN  

JANE BIRMINGHAM, VICE CHAIRMAN 

ROBERT ANDERSON, SECRETARY/TREASURER 
       

 

 

 
 
October 16, 2008 
 
Minutes of the regular Water & Sewer Commission meeting, Melvin Coffelt called the meeting to 
order and all commissioners are present. First order of business, the commissioners reviewed the 
minutes of the September meeting. Robert Anderson made a motion to accept the September 
minutes and Jane Birmingham 2nd the motion, all commissioners were in favor. Next the 
commission reviewed the September Financial Report, Jane made a motion to accept the report 
and Robert 2nd the motion, and all commissioners were in favor. 
 
Old Business 
Jeff Coffelt began his department report by saying; the Raymond Allen property has been surveyed. 
It took about 6 days to complete the Topographic mapping. The Allen’s met all of the surveyors and 
the only question Mrs. Allen expressed was “how much money is CWSD going to pay for the land”?  
Jeff told them, the crews were only there to survey the land not to discuss money. 
 
Jeff has gotten a quote on a Drive-By reading system, which includes meter change outs, 
everything would be handled by an outside company who specialize in this procedure, and CWSD 
would not do any of it. Further he told the commissioners, we have around 2000 to 2100 meters, but 
he’s asked for a quote up to 2700 meters so we would have extra meters. The quote received is 
$495,000 to change out everything we have in the ground, Active, Inactive, Residential and 
Agriculture meters.  Jeff thought capital financing could finance the entire project. 
 
New Business 
Melvin Coffelt mentioned, Amendment #3 is on the voting ballot for the November election, saying, 
this will be bad news if it goes through. Robert said the biggest complaint about the amendment is 
from White River. 
 
Lorene Taul of Centerton Planning has asked Jeff to bring maps to the commissioners showing how 
a part of Bentonville’s city limits is within our water service area; Jeff and Lorene want the 
commissions’ feedback on this matter. Howard Slinkard said, our water service area is ours and it 
has been well established, no matter where another city has their limits, the Courts have already 
settled that issue. Howard said, if the commission could make a statement so that the area within 
Centerton’s water service area is protected by our planning, within the County, Centerton or even 
within Bentonville’s city limits. There is already an incident on Shell Road regarding disputed 
boundaries.  Jeff said, from the prospective of Centerton’s planning commission, Bentonville is well 
aware or Centerton’s water service area. Melvin suggested a sit down discussion with Bentonville. 
Jeff said he didn’t want for any thing to potentially disrupt our sewer contract with Bentonville. 
Howard said, the commission should be vigilant, watch for another water service provider 
encroaching into our service district, like at a new construction. Shell Road was annexed into 
Bentonville’s city limits, but it’s still our water area, and a Federal Statute protects Centerton. 
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Melvin asked if anyone here has talked with Phil recently, Jeff said he has not spoke with Phil for 
about 10-days, Howard hadn’t spoke with Phil, but he has spoke with Arkansas Soil & Water, letting 
them know that we are still waiting on a Letter of Conditions regarding inner system tie in.  
 
Howard Slinkard handed each commissioner a packet with an Identity Theft checklist, to see if 
CWSD are doing all that can be done to safeguard our customers. The Municipal League has put 
together a sort of Ordinance, but for the sake of the commission we will have to create a Resolution, 
which would help protect our customers against Identity Theft. Robert asked if CWSD records 
customers Social Security numbers. Jeff told how we used to request that kind of information but 
know longer ask for it now that we use the Greentree accounting software. Melvin reported how our 
department occasionally provides information to the Centerton Police Department from our 
accounts.  Howard said we need to take this sample assessment form, from the state, have CWSD 
staff fill it out. This generic form is from the Arkansas Municipal League and our department can add 
to it or we can amend areas that do not apply to CWSD, every 6-months we need to review the form 
and take formal action on it to keep it updated. 
 
Melvin asked if anyone had anything else to say or report, no one had anything to report. 
 
Jane Birmingham made a motion to adjourn and Robert Anderson 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 
 
  


