
February 19, 2009 
 
Minutes of the regular Water and Sewer Commission meeting, Melvin Coffelt called the meeting to order and 
all commissioners are present. The first order of business was reviewing the minutes of the January meeting. 
Robert Anderson made a motion to accept the minutes, Jane Birmingham 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 
Next, the commissioners reviewed the January Financial Statement; Robert made a motion to accept the report 
and Jane 2nd the motion, all were in favor. Melvin asked Jeff Coffelt if he was ready to present department 
reports, Jeff said his reports are kind of long and it would be better if the commissioners listened to the 
audience. Melvin asked Howard Slinkard if he had anything to report, Howard has received confirmation the 
Inner System Connection loan closing will be 10 a.m. March 17th in Little Rock, with an interest rate of 4.75%. 
Howard thought we could do our part of the closing through the mail, Mayor Bobbie Griffith said she wouldn’t 
mind going to Little Rock if it is needed. Howard said, everything else with the project is good and we are ready 
to go through with it. The actual bid opening for the project will be March 10th Phil reminded the commission 
there is a 3% processing fee added onto the loan.  
 

New Business  
Eunice Webb of 427 Southland Street wanted to speak with the commissioners regarding an abandoned lift 
station that sits on her property but is within a utility easement. Eunice told the commission, it’s in my yard and 
if you’re not going to use it then I want it gone, it’s an eye sore and I’d like to put a little storage shed on that 
spot. Eunice said, William Coffelt told her Centerton Water would remove the lift station after the sewer line 
project was complete, but now that he’s passed away there’s not been any further effort to remove it. It was at 
this point Jeff showed the commissioners an aerial photo of her house and lot, and where the station fits onto 
her property. He said, the lift station would need equipment pulled out of it and then pull the holding tank, 
backfill the hole, and there’s a drainage pipe within the same easement. Melvin told how Gene Ford originally 
installed the lift station then turned it over to the city, so the removal does need to go through this commission. 
Eunice said she’d spoke with William several times; and he always assured me it would be removed once the 
sewer upgrade project was completed. Jeff said, the lift station is in a 100-foot electric easement, the slab is 
ground level not elevated, and there is a 6-foot chain link fence around the entire site. Howard then asked, have 
the sewer lines been abandoned going into the lift station? Jeff said all of those lines were abandoned. Robert 
then said, if we plug the pipes entering and exiting the lift station, maybe ADEQ wouldn’t have reservations 
about us tearing down a pump station. Eunice interjected, I don’t like feeling like an idiot and I don’t like 
getting blown off by this city, you’ve already had a few years to get this eye sore out of my yard. Melvin told 
her, none of the CWSD employees or the commission is giving her the brush off, this is the first time this 
commission has heard anything about this issue. He also said, keep checking at the Water Dept, the commission 
will start working on a solution, but don’t get impatient with us. Robert said, this is the first state I’ve lived in 
where people can construct on an easement.  
 
Jeff told the commissioners, there are a couple of folks in the district with substantial water leaks and he would 
like to recalculate their bills using agriculture rates and not residential, CWSD would still realize a profit using 
the lower rate scale. Robert made a motion approving a rate adjustment for Torabi, Wilson & Ortmann. Jane 2nd 
the motion and all commissioners were in favor. Jeff then spoke of Mary Willard of 560 Bonanza Street, Ms. 
Willard has spoke with Deborah, Mary, Jeff, and then finally with Melvin. Her average usage varies, due to her 
extensive travel schedule. Her reading earlier today shows she has used 7,400 gallons this month, which is once 
again inconsistent with other readings. 
 
Jeff told the commission we have advertised for bids for our water tank maintenance program, bids will be 
opened at 2 p.m. March 10th also; the bid opening on the inner system connection project will be the same day 
at 10 a.m. 
 
 
 



 

Old Business 

Jeff told the commission Patricia Elliott was served an Order regarding her lack of septic or sewer service, and 
instead of coming to talk to Jeff after she’d been served, she spoke with County Sanitarians. She came to the 
next City Council meeting to discuss her issue, but ended up leaving before Jeff arrived. Patricia says her actual 
septic tank is not even on her property, although Jeff believes it to be half on her property and half in Char-Lou 
Estates, located within a utility easement. Jeff was told, Patricia is looking into moving the doublewide to 
Sulpher Springs for $3,000. Howard asked Jeff if there are any particular rules and regulations regarding the 
removal of a septic tank. State statutes require septic tanks be pumped out and then backfilled. Jeff also said 
Patricia should put up a Bond for the clean up of her property once the trailer is moved out, and at the end of the 
60-days we need to follow through with the Order’s outlined consequences.  
 
Phil Humbard reported, according to Teresa Marks of ADEQ, .1 parts per million will be the normal range for 
the next batch of discharge permits that will be issued and not the current 1. ppm, and since our discharge flows 
north to Missouri this may not even effect Centerton. Since .1 ppm will be the new guideline, Phil has posed 
this situation to some of the potential equipment suppliers, West Tech & Seamons, and got back a few 
responses. The cost of more restricting filters will be $1½ million. Centerton has several different options to 
choose from, such as a flow scheme with filtering steps, sludge screens to take out part of the trash and plastics. 
Phil said, its all about keeping the ratio just right, how much sludge the treatment plant would make, how much 
phosphorous, how much will the disposal of the sludge cost? Phil then shows a graph to the commissioners that 
breaks it all out for them. Gentry, AR dries their sludge prior to disposal, the dry sludge disposal cost $70 per 
ton whereas wet sludge cost $100 per ton, and both bio-sludge and chemical sludge must be disposed of. At this 
point Phil handed the commission printed guidelines of the different options we have to choose from. Although 
Centerton generates only 400,000 gallons of wastewater per day, Phil’s calculations are based on a 1-million 
gallon per day output, taking future growth into account. Phil asked the commissioners, where do we go from 
here? Robert said, since the state guideline is 1. ppm, then we should design our treatment plant using their own 
standards.  Melvin said, I like the idea of building the stricter plant using .1 ppm and not the current standard. 
Jeff said, we talked about even building a plant using the 1. ppm standard and then try to retro fit a plant and 
modify it into the .1 ppm plant, but that was a very difficult crossover. Robert said, I still think we should 
submit 1. ppm plans, then one of two things will happen, either we will have created a monster or the state will 
return the plans back to Centerton requiring us to use the lower standard. Phillip said the estimated cost of this 
project on the Allen Road property is $7.245 million, however, the cost of the plant we wanted to build on the 
Kinyon property would’ve been $5.25 million. Melvin said, we already raised our billing rates early in 2008 
based upon what that plant was supposed to cost. Phil told the commission, you already pay the City of 
Bentonville about $50,000 per month for sewer treatment; it will cost the CWSD about $50,000 to run their own 
facility. Phil then asked the commissioners, which sewer treatment process would you like me to submit, West 
Tech or Cannibal? West Tech has the enhanced digestion process that they’ve developed on their own. 
However, Chad Cooley of Seamon’s (Cannibal system) would suggest we use the standard oxidation process to 
get rid of sludge, Phil verified this design does reduce sludge amounts. The standard oxidation process is more 
of a European design, to which Robert said, if it works in Europe there’s no reason it can’t work here. Jeff 
warned the commission, once we submit our plans to the state and we start this process, we don’t want to 
change anything half way through the application process, nor do we want to start off with the Cannibal system 
and then try to conclude with a West Tech design. Melvin then asked Phil, how many plants has West Tech 
developed? Phil said there are several treatment plants out west designed by West Tech. Then Melvin wanted to 
know the same about the Cannibal system plants? Phil said there are many more Cannibal plants, but, none of 
the plants were built Cannibal, they were Cannibal retro-fitted onto an as-built standard treatment plant. Melvin 
told Phil, if you feel you’re nearly at a point to submit plans to the state we can always have a Special meeting 
to decide which plan design this commission wants to submit, Phil said, he simply wants the commission to 
make the best decision possible for our community and our customers. 
 



Jeff reported the GPS system is about 2 weeks away before we can start on that project; Cox Communication 
installed the internet earlier today. 
 
Jeff told the commission, his plan is to create two different departments within CWSD; one will be strictly 
water and the other would be a sewer department. Further, the old house needs to come down to make room for 
the treatment plant, however the garage can stay, it does have pumps and other equipment in it. Jeff received 
bids to build a 40 x 60 foot metal building onsite. Six different contractors submitted bids to build the building. 
Steele Development bid $41,250 all other bidders were higher or they didn’t include plumbing or the electric. 
Low bid was $39,100 but this bid did not include rain guttering or the dirt work for the pad, the difference 
between low bid from Perry of NW Arkansas Metal and Tony Steele is $1500. CWSD has not had any 
experience with Perry and his company. Jeff needs to talk with employee Jobey Howard regarding his 
relocation; Jobey has lived in the Allen Road house for 3 years and keeps his eye on our sewer basin. Melvin 
asked Jeff, how long do we have to award the bid? Jeff said the contractors expect to be notified by the end of 
30 days from the bid opening. Jeff said Turn Key has estimated the electric work will run around $20,000 more, 
totaling $63,180 for the building, pad, plumbing and electric. Quality Metal also gave a good and specific bid, 
but even that bid still didn’t include plumbing, electric, gravel and base. Melvin asked Jeff to print off his metal 
building specs and give each of the commissioners a copy so they can review them, then choose the bidder they 
want. 
 
Robert asked Jeff, what about this budget in our packet; do we need to adopt it? Jeff said the commission does 
need to adopt a 2009 budget, LeRoy was wondering about one; it can always be amended in the future. This 
budget has the $515,000 to payoff the Kinyon land property, and there’s even a little extra in the budget if we 
need to buy more land in the future. Jeff said last year the commission didn’t want the land payment itemized in 
our budget so it was not included. Robert made a motion to adopt the 2009 budget as presented with the 
stipulation to add the 33 acres of land the commission will payoff later this year. Jane 2nd the motion, all were in 
favor. 
 
Regarding the upcoming bid opening for the Inner System connection, ESI has included upgrading 2700 
standard meters to our preferred drive by meters, the upgrade is part of a Deductive Alternate in the plans. The 
bid to upgrade the meters can be in two portions, one is the purchase of 2700 meters and the other can be the 
installation of those meters. A bidder can choose to bid on just the meters, or the installation of the meters, or on 
the entire deductive alternate. Also the expected tank maintenance fee should be $100,000 this year then another 
$100,000 per year for the next two years. Jeff said CWSD has a lot of things going on right now; we remain a 
very busy department. The commission can have a Special meeting to award the metal building bidder, however 
due to Jane’s work schedule she said she would be unable to attend any daytime meetings, but Melvin and 
Robert will form a quorum and both said they could attend a Special meeting if we need to have one. 
 
Melvin asked if anybody had anything else. Mayor Bobbie Griffith reported the Arkansas Highway Department 
is planning a public meeting in Centerton on April 2, 2009 from 4-7 pm at the First Baptist Church, the mayor 
said she isn’t exactly sure what issues they plan on discussing. 
 
Jeff said, the NW Arkansas Regional Planning said in a meeting today, the Toll Road is virtually ready, but the 
Governor reported Arkansas doesn’t have enough money to complete the project and there are still 17 properties 
in some phase of the condemnation process. 
 
Jane made a motion to adjourn and Robert 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 
 
 
 
 
 


