
Jan 30, 2009 
  

Regular (delayed) Water and Sewer Commissioners meeting, Melvin Coffelt called the meeting 
to order and all commissioners are present. Robert Anderson made a motion to accept the Dec 
2008 meeting and Jane Birmingham 2nd the motion, all were in favor. Next the commission 
reviewed the Dec 2008 Financial Statement report; all year end totals are included. Robert said, 
it looks like we had a little padding in the 2008 budget. Jeff said, I use some of our numbers 
according to the city's Building Permit sales. Robert then made a motion to accept the financial 
report as presented and Jane 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 
  

Melvin asked Howard Slinkard, when did "at the Mayor's discretion" become an Ordinance? 
Saying, it’s not fair to Water & Sewer Dept employees that the City was shut down the day after 
Christmas and on Martin Luther King Day, when our staff had to work both full days, yet City 
employees received both days off with their full pay. Melvin went on to say, if we can’t stay within 
the bounds of what the City is doing we need to do something different. Melvin said, I’ll put this 
in the form of a motion, to give our employees a free day off with full pay, a ‘personal holiday’ 
they can schedule with Jeff anytime during the year. Robert 2nd the motion, all commissioners 
were in favor. Robert said, the keynote is, we observe the same holidays as the city does. 
Howard offered a word of caution, if an employee works on a Federal holiday, then the state 
pays the employee double their pay. Melvin said Wal-Mart doesn’t do that. So then to 
summarize, CWSD employees will get one deferred holiday at regular pay during this 2009 year, 
next year we will take MLK off, and our employee handbook needs to be updated.  
 
Department Reports: 

 
CWSD is now accepting bids for either a 40’ x 60’ metal building or a 30’ x 80’ building. Jeff 
would like to move all of our large equipment to be stored inside of a building when not in use. 
The cost should be $42,000 to $45,000, although cement is up but labor costs should be a little 
less because people want the work. Both Jeff and Howard have been working on the tank 
maintenance Request for Bid Proposals. Howard said, we need to advertise it like we are taking 
bids. Jeff said we are nearly at a point to actually take bids for the contract. Robert made a 
motion authorizing Jeff Coffelt to pursue getting a maintenance contract bids. Jane 2nd the 
motion, all commissioners were in favor. 
 
Jeff reported the issue with Patricia Elliott not being connected to a sewer line or septic system 
has once again became a concern. Jeff already has an established file at this address. Benton 
County Sanitarians, Bisby and Hendren, were contacted by Patricia Elliott. She wanted the 
Sanitarians to force Centerton Water & Sewer Dept to provide her with sewer. Jeff contacted 
Benton County Sanitarians, and at his request they have gone and inspected Patricia’s yard, the 
Sanitarians reported they saw no visible surfacing of waste.  Patricia has gotten her file from the 
County office and she is convinced CWSD is responsible to pay for and install sewer onto her 
property, even though we quoted her a fair price 3 years ago of $3600. Howard Slinkard then 
read the sewer State statute to the commission. He told the commission, I have prepared an 
Order that needs to be served on Patricia Elliott; the only action the commission needs to take is 
to set a time line. Then beyond the time line if she still doesn’t comply, the commission can 
either press criminal charges against her or CWSD can install the sewer line then put a lien 
against her property until the debt is paid. Robert said, I don’t have a problem attaching a lien 
onto her taxes. Howard said the Order provides X-amount of days for her to contact Jeff and be 
able to verify she has a Contractor, then another X-amount of days to actually complete the 



project. Robert said, I suggest she get 60-days total, 30 days to contact Jeff and to secure a 
contractor, then 30 more days to complete the work, Howard said he would make the change 
and reword the Order. He also told the commission, we need a motion to have Patricia Elliott 
served with the Order. Jane Birmingham made a motion to; serve Patricia Elliott with the Order 
instructing her to become sewer compliant with City, County and State statutes. Robert 2nd the 
motion and all were in favor. The signed Order will be will be given to a county process server on 
Monday February 2, 2009, Patricia Elliott will have 60 days from then to comply with the 
commission.  
 
Phillip suggested Howard debrief the commission on the meeting he had with Raymond Allen’s 
attorney. Howard reported he did meet with Kyle, and Kyle told Howard, the Allen’s want the City 
to know they are not interested in selling to the City. Further, if the commission tries to force 
them to sell, the Allen’s will notify the State and will petition against any application for a 
Discharge Permit.  
 
Phil then presented our sewer treatment cannibal system prints that have been upgraded. ADEQ 
will want CWSD to already own the property of the potential building site. Phil also shows the 
commission a hand drawn schematic using up all of our property at the Loy place on Allen Road. 
He noted that a plant can actually fit onto that small amount of land. However, there will not be 
any room left over for any kind of expansion in the future, but this size of plant will accommodate 
up to 20,000 in population. The cannibal system ESI would like CWSD to have is produced by 
the Seamon Company. Phil said the State has approved NACA for a 1ml per liter Phosphorous 
output up to the year 2012, then after that deadline the State lowers the output to .1ml. Howard 
asked Phil, do these companies have any Scientist on hand, we may need an expert witness in 
the future? Phil agreed that all sewer treatment plants in development do have on staff Scientist. 
Melvin said, if we are going to turn these schematic drawings over to the State, then we need to 
hold off on building metal buildings. Jeff said we need to tear down the existing house, its not in 
good condition. Melvin asked Phil, how much time do you need before ESI can clean up the 
hand drawn plans and send them to the State? Phil said, I will bring back the revised plans to 
the commissions February meeting that takes place in 3-weeks. Robert said, he can bring them 
to the February meeting for the commission’s final review and still have the plans to the State 
before the commissions March meeting. Phil noted, the previously prepared study will be the 
bases of a new ‘loosing stream’ study. He also reminded the commission, it was Mike Mathis 
with the Ark Dept of Health who objected before when we applied for a Discharge Permit and not 
ADEQ. Phil said maybe the Health Dept won’t be so reluctant this time, since CWSD has water 
available now and there isn’t as much well water being used in that area anymore.  
 
There will be a Public Hearing on February 10th at 6:30 pm to hear comments regarding the 
inner system tie in project. After the meeting the city will adopt an Ordinance approving the 
project, we will have to wait 30 days before we can advertise for bids, and we will accept bids for 
3-weeks. The bid opening will be held on March 10th and we will award the bid on March 19th. 
Phil said CWSD has been approved for $2 million, and if there are any funds left over we can 
then apply them to the drive by meter reading switch over. Robert asked, where is the actually 
tie in project going to start? Phil said, at the BCWA tower to install the new pumping station, and 
then the contractors will work out from that point making the other connections. 
 
Melvin asked if there were any other questions or comments, and there were none. 
Jane made a motion to adjourn, Robert 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 



 
 


