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Minutes of the regular Water and Sewer Commission meeting, Melvin Coffelt called the meeting to 
order and all commissioners are present. The first order of business is for the commissioners to review 
the minutes of the June 2009 meeting.  Robert Anderson pointed out an error in the minutes noting that 
in page 2, the 4th paragraph should be corrected to read “Missouri Department of Transportation is still 
working on funding for the toll road although Arkansas Transportation Department is still purchasing 
land.”  Robert Anderson then made a motion to accept the minutes with the correction and Jane 
Birmingham second his motion, all were in favor. Next the commission reviewed the June Financial 
Statement, Jane Birmingham made a motion approving the financial statement and Robert Anderson 
second the motion, and all were in favor. 
 
Jeff Coffelt’s department report began with a review of the work done on the Hwy 72 water tank, stating 
that the tank was filled on July 15th after being cleaned and sanitized.  He will pull samples and the tank 
will be operated by hand for a couple of weeks.  The tank on Keller Road only needed to be sandblasted 
as the tank on Hwy 72 had to have more priming work etc.  There were some dents but they weren’t 
bad.  The pumps will arrive in approximately two weeks and Seven Valleys will receive them.  As for 
the fencing, we need to discuss with Seven Valleys because we will need to enlarge the fenced area.  
Jeff will get in touch with Seven Valleys to determine how to handle the change in plans.  Phil Humbard 
of Engineering Services Inc. updated the Commission on the inter-system connection project stating that 
they are working on change order #4 and then they will begin on the tie in at  Kitty Rd.  All other tie-ins 
are complete.  We need to submit another sample as the lab had an accident and once we submit that 
sample we should be able to get the results online by Monday, July 20th and then we can start to activate 
the lines.    
 
Warren Welding had quoted $36,995 for a 150KW Taylor generator and a DOT compliant trailer.  The 
generator can run the tank for 2 days.  Jeff will add that generator to the weekly test schedule with the 
other generators that are currently installed at the lift stations.   Melvin suggested that we put the 
generator trailer on lift jacks to take weight off the tires to help prevent deterioration.  Melvin wanted to 
know if we could pay for the generator out of the funds for the inter-connection project.   
 
Robert Anderson made a motion to accept the proposal from Warren Welding to purchase the generator 
and trailer for $36,995.00, Jane Birmingham 2nd the motion.  All were in favor. 
 
 
 
Jeff then reported that there have been around 400 to 500 meter change outs done within the city which 
leaves around 2100 meters left to change.  A representative from Greentree, our billing and meter 
reading computer software company, came to our office to work with us on the computer aspect of the 
meter change out project.  Jeff thinks that we could be close to completion by this time next month if 
Robert Buttons can continue at that pace.    
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Phil Humbard said we asked Soil & Water to figure how to amortize the City of Highfill loans, then we 
can finish the preliminary engineering report for the purchase of the Highfill line.  He reported that 
Highfill stills want to put a meter in at the tie in connection.  Melvin wanted to know what the cost 
would be to install that meter.  Phil responded that it all depended on what kind of vault we wanted and 
it would most likely be a 4” meter.  
 
Phil Humbard then reported on the GPS project stating that we are almost done with the work in the 
field and the cost has come in at $25,000 which is considerably less than the $75,000 originally 
estimated.  The man hours have turned out to be less than projected.  Jeff Coffelt has received the 
Trimble hand-held computer unit.   
 
As for the sewer treatment plant, Westech met with Phil and Jeff and reviewed the plans and changed 
several things that were in metric and had to be converted.  Jeff and Phil finished filling out the forms 
for the NPDS permit application.  As for the land application, need to review the need to add for the cost 
of the transmission line which was previously at $5 million, we may look at changing it to $8 million 
and we need to add pumping costs. As for the PER that goes with that, Phil is waiting for Westech to 
send him the designs.  When it is ready, we will need the Mayor to sign off on the application. 
 
As for the Hwy 102 widening project, Tim of ESI contacted AHD and said the plans they have are not 
what we want to go by at this time, they are still too preliminary. 
 
Jeff then presented the Commission with a debit card payment option for our customers to pay their 
water bill.  Jeff explained that we met with Arvest Bank and they have quoted us a 3% fee per 
transaction and there is a Merchant Agreement that has to be signed which details other monthly and 
transaction fees.  The Arvest bank’s attorney has indicated that CWSD is allowed to pass on the fee to 
the customer but it has to be no more or no less than the 3% fee that we are being charged.  Jeff 
indicated that we should prominently post a sign in our front lobby that states that if paying by debit 
card a fee will be incurred.  It was agreed that the policy should be that the customer can only pay by 
debit card in person so that we can have their signature.  It was then determined that are several 
questions still unanswered and so we will review this again at the next meeting.   
 
Then the next order of business was to nominate a representative and alternate representative for the 
Benton Washington Regional Public Water Authority board.  Robert Anderson nominated Melvin 
Coffelt as the representative and Jeff Coffelt as the alternate representative, Jane Birmingham second the 
motion.  All were in favor.   
 
Robert Anderson motioned to adjourn, Jane Birmingham seconded the motion. 
 


