
Centerton Water & Sewer Department 
P.O. Box 366 Centerton, AR 72719 

Ph. 479-795-0222  Fax 479-795-0846 

MELVIN E. COFFELT, CHAIRMAN  

JANE BIRMINGHAM, VICE CHAIRMAN 

ROBERT ANDERSON, SECRETARY/TREASURER 
       

 

 

 
September 22, 2009 
 
Minutes of the regular Water & Sewer Commission meeting, all commissioners are present.  Melvin 
Coffelt called the meeting to order and the first order of business the commissioners reviewed the 
August minutes. Robert Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes and Jane Birmingham 2nd 
his motion, all were in favor. Next the commissioners reviewed the August Financial Statement; 
again Robert made a motion to accept the statement and Jane 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 
 
Department Reports: 
 
Jeff Coffelt reported, CenturyTel will be moving the phone line at the 502 Allen Road property, and 
then hopefully all of the other dirt work will be completed by next week. 
 
Mike Bender with the City of Bentonville has sent a letter regarding Bentonville’s sewer rate 
increase. Jeff said the 1998 contract Centerton has with Bentonville, is an open ended contract, it 
states Bentonville can make periodic rate changes virtually without notice. Mike Bender agreed, it is 
a horrible contract and it should specifically give at least 60-days notice before any changes go into 
effect. Jeff has spoke with Howard Slinkard to discuss our current contract, and to choose a date 
the rate hike will be enacted. Jeff suggested to the commissioners, Centerton should send a letter to 
Bentonville asking them, for the next rate increase; can Centerton be involved in any rate increase 
analysis? Melvin said he didn’t think Bentonville will let Centerton have any input regarding rates. 
Jeff thought that is correct, saying, but for any future contract we may have with Bentonville we 
would have it in writing that we want to have our own input. Robert said the newly implemented 
base charge should be distributed equally amongst our customers. He also said, if we put these 
high rates in place, maybe we can badger the state to give Centerton our own treatment plant. 
 
Melvin asked Phil Humbard, how much is left on the water project. Phil said they are currently 
working on a Punch List, there are a few electrical issues and the pumps should be installed during 
the first week of November.  
 
Jeff reported on Robert Buttons’ crew who are changing out our entire manual read meters 
replacing them with drive by meters. Jeff said they are moving very slowly, also we’ve noticed the 
crew has pulled some good drive by meters and replaced them with another drive by meter. Jeff 
said he wants to withhold the next pay estimate until he can see a count on the number of meters 
installed and the number of meters replaced. The bid was for 2700, knowing that would leave us a 
200 meter cushion because CWSD itself has been installing drive by meters for at least 2-years, 
and when they’re finished with this project Jeff wants a Grand Total count on the meters. Supervisor 
Robert Buttons has already told the field workers not to tamper with or change out any of our drive 
by meters, and he said he can’t figure out why they’ve been changing out perfectly good meters. 
Jeff said Bobby Ennis is not watching them too closely; he just hired them as subcontractors. Melvin 
asked Phil, what is the right procedure, should we talk with the onsite Engineering Services, Inc. 
inspector? Phil said Randy is for construction observation only and has nothing to do with the meter 
change out process. Jeff reported all of the new water lines are in and working except for a little 
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piece of the line that is connected to the pumps at the Highway 72 tank, and also they are currently 
putting down loads of base at the compound.  
 
Philip reported the WAC committee is now reviewing plans for Centerton to start providing water to 
a small group of Highfill customers. Jeff asked Phil if Highfill has all of the easements that we will 
need to make the new connection; Phil said he’d forgotten to discuss easement issues. Jeff said 
there may be an issue, because we definitely need 3 different easements and one of them belongs 
to Coughlin’s. The Coughlin property is east of Ensigns house near the turkey houses.  
 
Phil has received a letter from Randy Young stating, the 2004 wastewater treatment plant funds that 
had been set aside for Centerton have now been de-obligated. However 2 new sets of wastewater 
plans and Spec books have been submitted to ADEQ. This new plant has been designed to 
accommodate for the high level of Nitrogen. Robert moved to sign off on the transmittal cover letter, 
and for Melvin and Bobbie Griffith to coordinate together to get the plans signed off on and get them 
sent to ADEQ. Jane 2nd the motion, all were in favor.  A few minutes later, Mayor Bobbie Griffith 
came into our meeting conference room and signed the letter of transmittal and signed the building 
plans as well. 
 
New Business  
Jeff told the commission, Centerton is committed to widening Highway 102 from Greenhouse Road 
westbound to the stoplight at Main Street and Fish Hatchery. He said negotiations for road widening 
project began under former Mayor Ken Williams. Jeff reported the state of Arkansas expects 
Centerton to put up $2million,  the state will match with another $2million.  Regarding Bond money, 
only $1.3million is currently available from bond but the state insists on Cneterton’s full $2million to 
cover all engineering expense, labor, relocating utilities, asphalt, right of way acquisitions, etc. The 
state has estimates it will cost at least $990,000 just to move the utilities. The bond states all of this 
is in proportion to Wal-Mart building on Fish Hatchery Road, so if the city doesn’t have their full 
amount, which they don’t, the state refuses to match any lesser amount., the city is not asking 
CWSD to help them raise the balance of $700,000.   
 
Melvin announced to the commissioners, the $515,000 balance on the Kinyon land was paid in full 
on August 28, 2009 via wire transfer. 
 
Jane made a motion to adjourn, Robert 2nd the motion, all were in favor.  
 
 


