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August 18, 2011 
 
Minutes of the regular Water & Sewer Commission meeting, all commissioners are present. Melvin 
Coffelt called the meeting to order and the first business was the review of the July minutes. Jane 
Birmingham made a motion accepting the July minutes, Robert Anderson 2nd the motion, all were in 
favor. The commission also had Minutes from the August 4th special commission meeting, Robert made a 
motion accepting the special minutes and Jane 2nd the motion, and all were in favor. Finally the 
commission reviewed the July Financial Statement, Robert made a motion accepting the statement, Jane 
2nd the motion, and all were in favor.  
 
Customer Paul Keith from Fruitwood Road Gravette, AR has had a major water line leak; he didn’t know 
he had a leak until he’d received his August bill for $733. Paul has discussed his options with Melvin over 
the phone. Tonight Paul is requesting a rate adjustment, lowering his cost from R003 rural district 
residential rates, down to R004 rural district agriculture rates. Robert made a motion approving this 
temporary rate reduction and the commissioners are giving Paul 3 months to pay out the bill, Jane 2nd the 
motion, and all were in favor. 
 
Old Business 
Phil Humbard reported on the Bella Vista Toll Road project, contractors hit buried gas tanks from an old 
gas station that was torn down in the early 1970’s in the Hiwasse area. BB&B Contractors have asked for 
10 extra days for construction and then another 5 days for rain and snow delays. Melvin asked Phillip, 
what percentage has the contractor completed, and Phil thought the project is 70-80% completed. 
 
 
ADEQ denial letter, Phil handed out an estimated annual cost sheet to the commissioners. The numbers 
present a version to connect sewer to either NACA of the City of Decatur. Phil said CWSD would pay out 
$9 per foot for easements to connect in Decatur or pay out $15 per foot for the easement line to connect to 
NACA along with slicing through a sub-division. Phil also provided pictures of the proposed sewer 
transmission lines to both Decatur and NACA. If we connected to NACA we could use the same lift 
stations and pumps that are currently in place, however, if we decide to connect with Decatur we will need 
some large horsepower pumps. Melvin commented to Phil, I think your report should show all of the 
possible numbers, the variances between Bentonville, Decatur and NACA.  NACA wants $450 per foot to 
run their transmission line, and NACA is supposed to provide the flow meter. 
 
Jeff Coffelt reported on the Highway 102 project, he said Patrick Holly with AHTD has some questions 
for Jeff, but they’ve missed each other’s call several times over the past two weeks. The state has 
approved paying up to $10 per foot for an easement, but we are proposing to pay out $5 per foot and that 
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leaves a lot of extra room to come ‘up’ if a landowner demands more, we still need 20 easements at 12 
various sites, Phil said its $29,000 per acre on the linear foot. 
 
Howard Slinkard reported on the ADEQ permit, stating we have until September 2nd to file an appeal, and 
then they have 120 days to render a decision. Howard said it’s going to take a lot of effort to pursue this, 
but it’s going to be worth it, Howard’s argument will be McKissic is not a losing stream. Howard told the 
commissioners, CWSD should approach the Governor about the $3-million grant that Boozman promised 
3 years ago. Howard said by Christmas we are going to be right in the middle of a battle, Phil agreed and 
said, we have over turned every stone, there’s nothing else we can do at this point. Melvin also agreed and 
said, we don’t have a choice; we’ve got to come up with a solution. 
 
Melvin asked the Mayor if he had anything to discuss or if he had any questions for the commissioners, 
and he did not. 
 
There was no new business. Jane Birmingham made a motion to adjourn, Robert Anderson 2nd the motion, 
and all were in favor. 
 


