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February 17, 2011 
 
Minutes of the regular Water and Sewer Commissioners meeting, all commissioners are present. 
Melvin Coffelt called the meeting to order, the first order of business is the review of the January 
2011 minutes. Jane Birmingham made a motion to accept the minutes and Robert Anderson 2nd the 
motion, all commissioners were in favor. Next the commissioners reviewed the January Financial 
Statement, Robert made a motion accepting the financials, Jane 2nd the motion, and all were in favor. 
 
Old Business 
 
Phil Humbard reported the Highfill connection is nearly completed, however due to recent snow and 
ice storms, our first water samples weren’t any good, more will have to be taken before we can do the 
last 2 tie ins.  Phil brought pay estimates for 7-Valley Construction, for both Melvin and Robert to 
sign.  Bids were recently opened for the Bella Vista Toll Road project, BB&B Construction from Hot 
Springs, AR was the low bid at $873,000 (+/-).  The Arkansas State Highway Dept has asked for the 
bid tab because they are ready to move forward, the project is estimated at $1.275 million, including 
Engineering, Legal and easements. Since we are entering into a contract with BB&B, Howard 
Slinkard will need to create a Resolution allowing the commission to sign the contract.  Robert made 
a motion to accept the low bid from BB&B, Jane 2nd the bid, all were in favor. Phil has gathered the 
Bonds, Insurance certificate and other documents together, Howard will review them and then we can 
hold an actual “Closing” meeting. Robert made a motion to issue a notice of award letter to BB&B 
Construction Co, Jane 2nd his motion, and all were in favor. Melvin asked if Phil had heard anything 
from the State regarding our Toll Road expenses and the reimbursements that are long past due. Phil 
said the state said they could not process the documents we have already sent, Phil will re-send 
everything, and hopefully there will not be any further miscommunications.  
 
Melvin asked if Engineering Services, Inc. has spoken with NACA and John Sampier. Phil said he 
has not, Melvin suggested mayor Bill Edwards speak with Kim Hendren regarding Gravette’s 
wastewater plans and the possibility of a western Benton county regional plant. Phil said he noticed 
NACA has moved their discharge permit from one Osage basin site to a different site also on the 
Osage basin. Phil said, if Centerton and Gravette could get together and become their own ‘regional 
plant’ it would certainly be an easier battle, and we could offer sewer to residents of Hiwasse. We still 
need to get a report of actual NACA cost, the exact connection cost, construction cost, the rate 
increase, and at what location or nearest intersection are they willing to run their lines to connect with 
ours. Melvin said the old plans would’ve put a NACA flow meter at our city limits, on Johnny Adams 
property. Phil said from the stand point of cost and expenditures, it would be cheaper to run a line ½ 
way to Gravette than to connect with the NACA system, however, ADEQ wants a regional system to 
happen. Robert said, Centerton and Gravette could form its own RDA, and then each would make 
their own contribution. Phil said NACA’s cryptic code is a little hard to break; they want Centerton to 
blindly sign a contract without ever stating what would be expected from Centerton. Howard asked if 
something has happened to the Allen Road site we had chosen to build our own wastewater treatment 
plant? Phil said nothing has really happened to that site, except the state keeps dragging their feet and 
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applies pressure by asking ‘When is Centerton going to hook up with NACA, the Bentonville 
contract is running out’. Melvin asked Phil, if we were connected to NACA, didn’t we estimate that 
our cost would skyrocket up to $11 per thousand for sewer? Phil agreed and mentioned there would 
also be O & M, construction expense and new treatment costs, but with enough Grant money we 
could make it work. Melvin said he will be calling John Sampier and see what accurate information 
he can get from him because the discharge numbers are still in dispute. Robert said he had lived in a 
community that had a regional plant, the plant charged different rates for different entities.  
 
New Business 
 
Jeff reported there had been some questions regarding the inclement weather policy the CWSD staff 
should follow. The city handbook addressed this with ordinance 20-10-02, to pay hourly employees 
their regular 8 hour wages from the general revenue account. Howard said since we’ve already 
adopted their handbook then this is all good, this is merely an amendment to the handbook. Melvin 
said he’d like the commissioners to think about and soon discuss the Water & Sewer Dept having 
deferred holidays, because some customers need to conduct business during legal holidays.  Jeff had 
discussed with LeRoy the possibility of closing our doors at 4:45pm, to give Deborah and Mary a few 
minutes to pull their daily deposit together, which they cannot do when there are last minute walk-ins 
nearly every day.  Jane suggested we lock the office doors at 4:30pm daily, customers would have 
access Monday-Friday 8am until 4:30pm, then staff will have 30 minutes to tally up the daily 
receipts. Jeff said our office is the most accommodating in NW Arkansas, but the commission will 
probably hear a lot of flack about the shift change, we will print the new office hours on our March 1st 
bills. Robert reported the Kraft policy; an employee had to take the day off during the same pay 
period as the actual holiday. Melvin said his main concern is the days our office is closed on 
Mondays. 
 
Highway 102- we may have to coordinate with the contractor and the state regarding reimbursements. 
For example, if they submit a bill to CWSD by x-date, then we get our invoice to the state by x-date, 
we’d like some assurances the state will repay us by x-date, according to Jeff some draws from the 
contractor could exceed $300,000 that we’d be responsible to pay out, and then have to wait for the 
state to reimburse CWSD. Howard said we need to build the turnaround time into the BB&B 
contract.  
 
LeRoy was here, he left last Friday. Melvin said LeRoy preferred CWSD get a prepaid Debit card, 
instead of using the city charge accounts and then we repay the city. Jeff said he has spoke with city 
administrator, Jenny, and told her from this point on, CWSD will be writing checks directly to the 
place of business and not as a reimbursement back to the city.   
 
In summary Howard said, at our next meeting Howard will bring the contract with BB&B including 
the turnaround time for payments, and the handbook amendment.  
 
 
Executive Session 
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Robert made a motion to come out of Executive Session, Jane 2nd the motion. The Executive Session 
was a personnel matter as Jeff Coffelt received his annual evaluation from the commission. 
 
Jane Birmingham made a motion to adjourn, Robert Anderson 2nd the motion, all were in favor.  
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