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January 27, 2011 
 
Minutes of the regular Water and Sewer Commissioners meeting, Melvin Coffelt and Jane 
Birmingham are both present, Robert Anderson is absent. Melvin called the meeting to order, the 
commission reviewed the minutes of December 2010 meeting. Jane made a motion to accept the 
minutes, Melvin 2nd her motion, both were in favor. Next the commissioners reviewed December’s 
Financial Statements. Jane made a motion accepting the statements and Melvin 2nd the motion, 
both were in favor.  
 
Melvin said, before we begin the department reports; let’s go over the 2011 Budget.  Jeff Coffelt 
said he made an adjustment for the $1.50 Utility Tax passed to our customers from the Benton 
Washington Regional Water Authority, at which point Melvin said he did not think the 2-Ton would 
have a rate increase this year since they are now receiving the utility tax, even though they still 
aren’t able to put any funds into their Debt Service Reserve. Melvin asked Jeff about the concrete 
plans for the 502 Allen Road building? Jeff reported, the bid included “under roof” cement, but the 
outside concrete has been added “as needed”. Seven Valleys’ has an agreeable set amount to pour 
the cement, $3.00 per foot. Jane made a motion to accept the proposed 2011 Budget, Melvin 2nd 
her motion, both were in favor. 
 
Since our regularly scheduled meeting was canceled January 20th due to inclement weather, Jeff 
opened the sealed bids for the rental of the 33-acre CWSD hay fields on Seba Road. The bid 
opening was witnessed by Deborah Lincecum; 2 sealed bids were received. The first bid was from 
Jimmy Thompson who bid $12 per acre / $396 per year. The second bid was from Charles Coffelt 
for $475 per year. Jane made a motion to accept the highest bid from Charles Coffelt of $475 per 
year to harvest the hay off of our 33-acres on Seba Road, Melvin 2nd the motion, both were in favor. 
Jeff told the commissioners, there’s no access to the land off of Seba, only through the gate on the 
Highway 279 side at the Animal Control facility. We will have to install a culvert plus a load of gravel 
and a gate for the bidder to have access. 
 
Jeff told the commissioners he is trying to avoid a problem the office will have next week. Customer 
Kevin Crawford of Fielding Road has had a substantial leak, 98,000 gallons, employee Darren 
Edwards shut off the valve as soon as he found the leak. Jeff appealed to the commissioners asking 
for a rate reduction even before the customer knows about the huge bill he’s about to receive, Jeff 
said if we recalculate at the In-Town Agri rate the bill will be reduced to $422.54. Melvin said we’ve 
given the lower rate adjustments in the past, neither of the commissioners had any problems with 
Jeff’s effort to deflect Kevin Crawford’s huge water bill. 
 
TMC & Associates newly proposed contract is for the Highway 102 project, this one has to be 
separate from the Bella Vista Toll Road contract. Jane made a motion accepting the TMC & 
Associates contract to acquire easements for the Highway 102 widening project, Melvin 2nd the 
motion, both were in favor. Engineering Services, Inc. has proposed they would like to prepare all of 
the easements for the same Highway 102 project. Jane made a motion to accept the proposal and 
Melvin 2nd the motion, both were in favor.  
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Jeff said he has a call into Gene Kuettel regarding our reimbursement for the Bella Vista Toll Road 
expenditures to date. Jeff has also spoke with our project manager, Patrick, to see if everything is 
going well, per the specifics of our contract we are supposed to be reimbursed monthly. Currently 
we have $109,000 outstanding for the easement acquisitions. Phillip suggested we ask the 
contractors what kind of payment schedule they we be expecting since the funds will be coming 
from the state. 
 
Phil Humbard reported Gravette had a wastewater study done, the estimate to build their sewer 
treatment plant is $6-$8 million, Melvin said Decatur is in the same boat, and EPA Standards are 
getting lower and lower. Phil said, he’s not sure what ANRC’s perception of Centerton sewer isE At 
some point we will have to go to the state and say- We want to go to NACA then, and we will need 
more money. Phil had gotten a letter from the state, they’d like to know what our O & M funds and 
budget will be. ANRC is basically saying, you’d better do something soon because your contract is 
running out in 2018.  Melvin said everyone knows our rates are based on Bentonville’s rates; and 
we should make a request to John Sampier to get us some numbers to submit to ANRC and show 
them how high our sewer would be. Bill Edwards said he’d like to sit in at a NACA meeting and 
observe the process. Bill said, he’s met with Mayor Bob McCaslin of Bentonville, Bill said he seems 
“OK” although the first thing he mentioned was, the Centerton sewer contract expires in 2018. He 
said it appears Bentonville wants Centerton to go with NACA. 
 
Jeff reported, all lines for the inter system tie in are in place, however they need to Chlorine the lines 
and take samples to submit to the Dept of Health, after the samples pass, we will be able to make 
the tie in Final. Jeff said his field staff will go road by road changing out each meter, to our own 
drive-by meter sets. Highfill’s water Superintendent will be away from Highfill for the next 2 weeks 
taking classes for his license upkeep, CWSD will be helping out in Highfill during that time.  
 
Bill Edwards said he wanted to plant a seed with the Commissioners; the city has recently 
purchased some land from Tony Steele to be used for a sports park complex and city park combo. 
He said, as a City we are going to need some help from the community and private donors to build 
the park, and he wanted to ask the commission for their help as well. At which time Judy Coffelt 
asked, have you hired an Engineer yet? Bill said they had not. Judy told the mayor, you’d better 
have everything in order before you ask for anything. Bill told Judy he agreed 100% with her 
regarding following procedure, again, he just wanted the commission to know that he’s planting a 
seed. Melvin said the past Administration bought this land with no water, no sewer, and no access 
to the land from any paved road. Judy said the sale and purchase may still yet be contested. Melvin 
believes the 1st step that needs to be taken is for the City to go to Tony Steele and ask him to start 
doing what he needs to do. Melvin said, read the minutes of that meeting, Tony said “if that’s not the 
property the city needs, he’ll look for a different area of land”.  Melvin said, this is shady, the land 
was bought within one Council Meeting, and there wasn’t even an appraisal done on the land.  
 
Jane made a motion to Adjourn, Melvin 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 


