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May 19, 2011 

  

Minutes of the regular Water & Sewer Commission meeting, all commissioners are present. Melvin 

Coffelt called the meeting to order, the commission reviewed the Minutes of the April meeting. Robert 

Anderson made a motion accepting the April minutes, Jane Birmingham 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 

Next the commission reviewed April Financial Report, Robert made a motion accepting the report, Jane 

2nd the motion, all were in favor. 

Phil Humbard brought the commission a pay estimate for the Bella Vista Toll Road, the estimate for 

materials is $522,000. The Commission signed off on the pay estimate, next BB&B needs to sign off on it 

and then they can be mailed to Justin Hightower at the State. The Toll Road project has started and 

BB&B is bringing in 2 additional crews. 

Highway 102 projects- Gene Kuettel, Phil and Jeff Coffelt all met, Phil said the Pro-Rata calculation has 

now changed. Phil said the Pro-Rata covers the road bores that we will have to relocate and are already 

have under highway; Robert said their policy has been not to bid projects until all utilities have been 

moved. AHTD should be getting us our contracts soon, Phil will then get them to the commissioners for 

their signatures. Melvin asked- where are they at on the easements? Howard Slinkard said, we have it all 

figured out, but don’t know the appraisal value on 2 different stretches along Kensington Drive and 

Copper Oaks.  

Melvin wanted to discuss an email he’s been expecting from John Sampier, Director of NACA, we’re 

waiting for an $800 invoice from Burns & McDonnell, this is for a report that is NACA’s predicted flow 

from Centerton, and their 2015 prediction would put our flow at 1.5 million gallons. Melvin said we have 

to do something because Bentonville won’t sign a new contract with us after our 2018 contract expires, 

however, Phil said that’s all methodology, it’s all a guessing game. If Centerton helps pay the 

transmission line that Bentonville is already connected too, they would pay 69% and Centerton would 

pay 31%. Phil said NACA would charge Centerton around $3.55 per thousand gallons for sewer 

treatment. Centerton would place a Flow Meter at the point of the connection to the Bentonville NACA 

line. Melvin said, hopefully the transmission line won’t be at capacity for 20 years. Melvin said he has 

heard from a pretty good source, Centerton will indeed connect with NACA. Howard asked does 

Bentonville have a contract with NACA. Nobody seemed to know, Howard will make contact with John 

Sampier to get information that ESI needs to be able to crunch the numbers. The commission asked 

Howard to draft a letter with questions for NACA to answer, and then send the draft to Phil to see if he 

wants to add or re-phrase any of the questions. 
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Property owner, Mr. Ennis is asking the commission for a rate reduction at his 4-plex commercial 

property on Centerton Blvd. He has already received 2 sewer adjustments, because his leak crossed into 

two different billing cycles. And to further decrease his bill, Mr. Ennis requests his rate be lowered from 

Commercial and recalculated at the Agri rate, this would reduce his bill another $190.  Robert said, I’m 

not very sympathetic toward issue, Jane said she agreed. Robert made a motion to deny any rate 

reduction on this Commercial properties leak, Jane 2nd the motion; all were in favor of the denial.  

ADEQ letter, regarding our application for a discharge permit at Allen Road, the letter denies our 

application because it says our discharge sight is into a losing stream, and further, we would need to 

prove the economic infeasibility of going into a regional plant. Phil is trying to schedule a meeting with 

Teresa Marks, and she is currently in negotiations with EPA regarding discharge levels, Phil said he left a 

message but didn’t ever hear back from Teresa, ESI sent plans to the Arkansas Dept of Health more than 

a year ago. ADEQ also said the new FTN stream study is wrong, however ADEQ agrees with the 1996 FTN 

stream study. Howard asked the commissioners if they want to challenge this letter, Howard said the 

FTN stream study is a factual document; our operating costs are also factual, Howard said their 

determination can’t be substantiated. The ADEQ letter was mailed April 22, just under a month ago and 

it was given to City Hall; we may be out of comment time, but Howard and Phil will proceed with a 

response letter back to ADEQ. 

Robert made a motion to adjourn, Melvin 2nd the motion, all were in favor. 

  

  

 

             

 

 


