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March 20, 2014 

 

 

(1) CALL TO ORDER – The meeting of the Centerton Waterworks & Sewer Commission was called 

to order by Commission Chairman Melvin Coffelt. 

 

(2) ROLL CALL- those present; Commissioners Melvin Coffelt, Robert Anderson, Jane Birmingham, 

Utilities Director Frank Holzkamper, Phil Humbard and Jeff Denhardt of ESI, Howard Slinkard 

Attorney at Law, Mayor Bill Edwards and Mary Perkins of CWSD. Several members of the public 

were present. 

 

(3) Pledge of Allegiance 

 

(4) Approval of Consent Agenda 

  

Commissioner Coffelt addressed the Commissioners by asking if they had any questions on the 

consent agenda before they proceed.  None of the Commissioners had any comments. 

 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to accept the consent agenda. Commissioner 

Birmingham 2nd the motion. All Commissioners were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

(5) New/Other Business 

 

Gavin Edwards of Synergy brought conceptual drawings of a 43 acre development on Hwy 72 

(near the Versailles subdivision) to the meeting to discuss what the Commission’s suggestion 

would be as to the best method of accessing sewer for the project and to request financial 

assistance with the project. Mr. Scott James, a neighbor of the proposed development, was also 

attendance and was considering developing his property as well. Director Holzkamper had 

previously asked Phil Humbard, of ESI, to look at the McKissic lift station to determine if it could 

handle the additional flow from the development. It appears the station would be adequate 

after minor modification of the impellers, however, the 3”force main would be too small.  If the 

two projects were completed, there would need to be a 6” force main instead. Mr. Edwards 

asked if there are easements in place. If so, it would make it easier for him. It was pointed out 

that there were easements in place running down Christian Lane and they could be used. Mr. 

Edwards asked if the commission would consider helping pay some of the cost for sewer. 

Commissioner Coffelt stated he would have more interest in bringing the water line further 

down Hwy. 72 to Mr. Edwards development. He further stated he felt comfortable bringing the 

main line further east by providing the pipe and valves.  He also stated he preferred Mr. 

Edwards be responsible for the installation of the line and for obtaining the easement from Mr. 

James. After a some further discussion, Director Holzkamper asked what was the Commissions 

preference with the project? 
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Commissioner Anderson made a motion to provide the water pipe and two valves from 

the intersection of the Versailles subdivision to the entrance of Mr. Edwards 

development.  Commissioner Coffelt 2nd the motion. All Commissioners were in favor and 

the motion passed.  

 

Director Holzkamper brought before the Commission a discussion of a repair for a water main 

leak under Jackie Cole’s driveway at 517 Gene Circle which there was damage to the concrete 

driveway. The damage may have been caused during the construction years earlier as 1” lines 

were laid on the west side of the street, and under the driveway, to supply water to Ms. Cole and 

her neighbor. Those lines were polybutylene which become brittle and with the settling of the 

driveway, broke the line.  He recommends that we upgrade the line to a 3” and replace those 1” 

lines to prevent future leaks as well as repair Ms. Cole’s driveway.  We could initially replace the 

line under her driveway, repair the driveway and finish the upgrading the remaining lines this 

summer.  Commissioner Coffelt asked where is the nearest fire hydrant? Director Holzkamper 

replied on Southland.  Commissioner Anderson asked if Ms Cole approved of the plan and she 

stated that she could wait for the entire project and have the driveway fixed at that time.  The 

commission agreed with the recommendation and authorized the Director to proceed with the 

project. 

 

(6) Old Business 

 

Philip Humbard, of ESI, reported that his pay estimate for a payout to Edward’s Design for the 

Greenhouse sewer project, was refused by Commissioner Coffelt due to some verbiage written 

by Mr. Edwards on the pay estimate.  Commissioner Coffelt wouldn’t approve the estimate 

unless the verbiage was removed.  Mr. Edwards complied and the pay estimate was approved.   

 

Mr. Humbard stated that the plans for the Decatur Force Main project are at the State Health 

Department awaiting approval. He then brought before the Commission two design plans to 

review for the Allen Road lift station.  The Commissioned reviewed the plans and agreed to 

study on the designs a little more. 

 

Attorney Howard Slinkard reported to the Commission that he recommended there be 

representatives from the bonding companies to attend the April 17th Commission meeting to 

review their Statement of Qualifications for the new force main project.  He then suggested that 

the Commission acquire a resolution letter of intent to be reimbursed from the bond funds for 

the estimated 143 easements that would be required.  He also reported that he received a 

“letter of satisfaction” from the court regarding Jeff Coffelt’s payment. Mr. Slinkard then 

discussed the issue of the Bella Vista franchise tax being questionable and he would contact 

Bella Vista’s attorney by letter to inquire what their justification was to impose the fee. 
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Director Holzkamper gave his report.  He presented a letter written by customer Amanda 

Lacewell who expressed that Darren Edwards and Anthony Roughton be “Commended for 

Incredible Service” as they were called to her home during a recent ice storm and she had no 

water service.  Commission Anderson wanted it duly noted in our minutes that the letter had 

been received and reported to the Commission and they were pleased our staff provided 

excellent customer service in the field.   
 

Director Holzkamper then announced that Mary Perkins had been promoted to the position of 

Customer Service Leader. He reminded the Commission that at the previous meeting it was decided 

to discuss what the pay rate would be for the position, based on the candidate’s qualifications, after it 

had been determined who would fill the position.   

 

Commissioner Anderson moved to go into an executive session for the evaluation. 

Commissioner Birmingham 2
nd
 the motion. All Commissioners were in favor. 

 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to come out of executive session. Commissioner 

Birmingham 2
nd
 the motion. All Commissioners were in favor. 

 

Chairman Coffelt announce that an employee evaluation had been discussed in the executive session 

and nothing else. 

 

Commissioner Coffelt asked if there was any other business. Being none, Commissioner 

Anderson made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Birmingham 2
nd
 his motion. All 

Commissioners were in favor and the meeting was adjourned.  


