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July 19, 2016 

(1) CALL TO ORDER – The meeting of the Centerton Waterworks & Sewer Commission 
was called to order by Commission Chairman Melvin Coffelt. 
 

(2) ROLL CALL – those present; Commissioners Melvin Coffelt and Robert Anderson,  
Utilities Director Frank Holzkamper, Mary Perkins of CWSD, Mark Johnson of ESI,  and 
Howard Slinkard of Slinkard Law Firm.   
 

(3) Pledge of Allegiance 
 

(4) Old Business – Commission Meeting Minutes 
 

 
Commissioner Coffelt addressed the Commissioners by asking if they had any questions about 
the consent agenda items before they proceed.  Director Holzkamper stated that since the last 
meeting, Jim Kennedy, CPA has capitalized the sewer project as it is now classified as fixed 
assets. 
 
Commissioner Anderson made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Commissioner Birmingham seconded. All Commissioners were in favor and the motion 
passed. 

Attorney Howard Slinkard states he has no new business to report to the Commission. 

Director Holzkamper then gave his department report.   

 The Bentonville West High School has been finalized and he will get with Mayor 
Edwards to have the infrastructure accepted by the City Council. 

 Decatur Sewer Treatment Plant – after last month’s meeting, Director Holzkamper stated 
he met with the James Boston and Decatur Mayor Bob Tharp to discuss the progress in 
the plans for the plant expansion. They have authorized Mark Johnson of ESI to proceed 
with a rate study.  At that meeting Mayor Tharp also spoke with Bob Wright and gave 
him the authorization to begin the loan process.   They requested that Director 
Holzkamper go with them to visit the company that designs and builds membrane 
systems, as an objective observer, and will they will also observe an operational 
treatment plant that is using that membrane system. 

 Review of the City Planning Department Status Report 
 Easements for the Windsong Subdivision – we have obtained the Grimsley easement and 

expect to receive the Davies soon.  
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 ADH Assessment – during the ADH visit they assessed and took samples, all the tests 

came back negative. They agreed that the in-ground stations are not ideal. Based on that 
assessment and the motion that was made last month, he has ordered the above-ground 
stations and they will be installed. 

 Director Holzkamper then gave an update on several areas in which the water loss 
prevention crew has found several main line leaks they have been able to repair. They 
have begun locking empty meter sets in subdivisions as well as replacing meters that 
have stopped calculating usage. They are also doing valve maintenance by exercising the 
valve and making sure they all have collars for protection. CWSD now has taken the 
responsibility of flushing and maintaining fire hydrants and will provide those reports to 
the Fire Department. The sewer crew has ran the camera and cleaned about 10,000 feet of 
sewer main this past month, raised 6 manholes, and found more points of infiltration that 
have been repaired. They have completed another round of smoke testing that revealed 
about 50 homes with damaged or missing sewer caps. 

 The VacCon sewer truck and the four-wheeler is expected to arrive soon, the sewer 
camera has arrived. 

 Meters – there has been a large demand for meters due to both new development and the 
replacement of meters that need to be replaced. The budget for the year has already been 
met and we need make a budget adjustment as well as a transfer of funds from the lot 
assessment. 

 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to modify the 2016 budget for meters to add an 
additional $90,000 to increase that budget amount to $160,000 for the year and 
authorize a transfer of funds from the lot assessment account to the general operating 
account to pay for meters.  Commissioner Birmingham 2nd the motion. All 
Commissioners were in favor and the motion passed. 

 Director Holzkamper then reports that Mark Johnson of ESI knew of a firm in Texas that 
offers leak detection services and will be contacting him for information and pricing. The 
company that maintains our water tower also has a leak detection service using helium. 
He will continue to look into those services to see what our options are and what will suit 
us best.  

 Director Holzkamper then reported the water loss prevention team has now begun a 
“street audit” in which they look into each meter can to report the meter status (locked or 
unlocked) and verify the meter id. If the set is empty they listen for any signs of leak and 
then lock the set. We have been able to find where there has been some water theft and 
believe this will help eliminate that loss. Director Holzkamper then informed the 
Commission there were recent criminal charges brought against someone who was 
caught stealing water service.   
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New Business: 

Mark Johnson of ESI met with property owner John Freeman after Rosetta had raked up a large 
amount of rocks from the property and reseeded the area. Mr. Freeman was glad they came and 
did the cleanup but doubts the grass will grow back. We agreed to come bank in August to see 
how the Bermuda grass is growing. He also reported that Mr. Norman on Seba Rd. contacted us 
regarding an issue with rocks on his property.  Mark stated him and Director Holzkamper went 
to meet with him regarding about his issue and explained he would let Rosetta know about his 
issue and he should expect to hear from the contractor soon.   

Mary Perkins of CWSD presented the doubtful accounts that we have presented for collections 
but haven’t been paid in the amount of $8,396.14. 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to approve writing off the amount of $8,396.14 as 
doubtful accounts as being non-collectable.  Commissioner Birmingham seconded. All 
Commissioners were in favor and the motion passed. 

Announcements: 

Beaver Lake Watershed Alliance is holding a meeting on July 28th at Beaver Water District. 

Director Holzkamper will be attending Arkansas Water & Wastewater Manager Annual meeting 
in Fayetteville on July 20, 21 & 22. 

With no further business; 

Commissioner Birmingham made a motion to adjourn, Commissioner Anderson seconded. 
All were in favor and we were adjourned.  


