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March 14, 2016 

(1) CALL TO ORDER – The meeting of the Centerton Waterworks & Sewer Commission 
was called to order by Commission Chairman Melvin Coffelt. 
 

(2) ROLL CALL – those present; Commissioners Melvin Coffelt, Jane Birmingham, and 
Robert Anderson, Utilities Director Frank Holzkamper, Mary Perkins of CWSD, Mark 
Johnson of ESI,  Howard Slinkard and Kendon Underwood of Slinkard Law Firm.   
 

(3) Pledge of Allegiance 
 

(4) Old Business – Commission Meeting Minutes 
  

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. 
Commissioner Birmingham 2nd the motion. All Commissioners were in favor and the 
motion passed. 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to approve the financials as presented. 
Commissioner Birmingham 2nd the motion. All Commissioners were in favor and the 
motion passed. 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to approve the statistics updates as presented. 
Commissioner Birmingham 2nd the motion. All Commissioners were in favor and the 
motion passed. 

Mark Johnson of ESI, updated the Commission on the sewer force main project stating that the 
final inspection will start tomorrow, March 15th and they expect to complete the inspect by 
Friday March 18th.  Mr. Johnson stated he explained the mistakes in the quantities presented last 
month to Mr. Rosetta to review.   Director Holzkamper stated we owe Rosetta Construction a 
balance of $184,071. Director Holzkamper then asked after the walk through and final inspection 
are we authorized to release the entire retainage or do they need to wait until next month’s 
meeting? The Commission agreed that once the final inspect has passed ESI should prepare the 
final payout to be signed and funds released. 

Director Holzkamper then explained that the Allen Road lift station is experiencing a layer of 
solids that are caking at the top and recommends we install a wet well mixer. The mixer is a 
submersible basin mixer that will be mounted in the wet well and will keep the water stirred.  

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to proceed with the basin mixer project. 
Commissioner Birmingham 2nd the motion. All Commissioners were in favor and the 
motion passed. 
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Howard Slinkard of Slinkard Law Firm reported that he received an email from Lorene Burns, 
City Planning Director that they have the final documents needed regarding the plat changes for 
the Tuscany subdivision.  Director Holzkamper states the contractor will be paying all of the 
attorney’s fees on that project.  

Director Holzkamper then gave his department report.   

 As of January, we have to sample every test site twice a year. Because the test site wasn’t 
sanitized properly there were more than 2 samples that failed so we will comply with the 
Health Department’s requirement to send out a notice of violation to our customers.  

 The easements for the Windsong subdivision along 279 are almost finalized. Those 
easements are for 20 ft. wide for both water and sewer. 

 Update on water loss prevention – we have found 16 leaks recently using the listening 
devices. Also found 6 manholes that needed to be raised. All the creek crossing that were 
flood damaged have been repaired. We now have all the tools necessary to repair fire 
hydrants and will no longer need to contract that out. We have cleaned and imaged the 
majority of the sewer system. After smoke testing we found 25 sewer clean out caps 
missing, those customers were notified to have them replaced.  We removed the old 
generator at Allen Road and abandoned the old lift stations and filled them in. 

 Pump #3 went down at Allen Road, a bolt that held the impeller had sheared off. The 
company is coming to repair or replace that pump. 

 Update on the sink hole in the Willow Crossing subdivision. Seven Valleys excavated the 
hole 20 feet deep all the way to the manhole and found nothing. It appears that whatever 
caved is closer to the house and has nothing to do with the sewer main.  The project cost 
is $14,000; our portion is $8,900 which is half the equipment charge and all of the 
backfill dirt. 

 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to modify the budget to add $8,900 to System Repairs-
Sewer and authorize the cost to be expensed to that line item. Commissioner Birmingham 2nd the 
motion. All Commissioners were in favor and the motion passed. 

 Habitat for Humanity contacted Director Holzkamper regarding the B Street sewer 
extension to let him know the project is on hold. 

 Jobey Howard’s health hasn’t improved since his return to work, he is conferring with his 
doctor to discuss retiring. 

 Jim Curtis has informed Director Holzkamper that he is planning to retire soon. 
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 An update on the Decatur sewer treatment plant expansion; they are looking at 3 avenues 
of a design build. 1) Upsize the type of plant they have now which is a batch plant at a 
cost of $11 million. 2) Kruger method with a cost of $11 million or 3) Membrane plant 
the equipment should be $3 million but the bid came in for $13 million. As of today the 
Decatur plant is taking 100 percent of our flow.  Director Holzkamper requested a 
meeting with the Decatur mayor and James Boston, he will recommend they go out to bid 
after deciding what method of plant they want to operate. 
 

New Business: 

Director Holzkamper referred the Commission to the Credit Opinion issued by Moody’s and 
stated the rates that we implemented will bring this rating back up. He then announced that the 
auditors completed the audit today and will prepare a report to present to us in the next couple of 
months.   

Director Holzkamper then stated that during the process of billing for the sewer project the 
engineering fees were supposed have a cap and we went over that amount. He would like to 
know how the Commission would like to handle that, should we request a refund of this amount 
from ESI or how should we handle it?  

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to use the overage of payment for fees of $6,271.73 
as a credit toward future services from ESI.  Commissioner Birmingham 2nd the motion. 
All Commissioners were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

With no further business; 

 

Commissioner Birmingham made a motion to adjourn, Commissioner Anderson seconded. 
All were in favor and we were adjourned.  


