
Centerton 
Waterworks and Sewer Commission 

500 Keller Road  �  PO Box 366  �  Centerton, Arkansas 72719-0366 

www.cwsdonline.com  �  admin@cwsdonline.com 

Office: (479)795-0222  �  After Hours Emergency: (479)866-1460 

 

July 18, 2017 

(1) CALL TO ORDER – The meeting of the Centerton Waterworks & Sewer Commission was called 

to order by Commission Chairman Melvin Coffelt. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL – Commissioners Melvin Coffelt, Robert Anderson and Jane Birmingham, Utilities 

Director Frank Holzkamper, Mary Perkins and Thresia Leimberg of CWSD, Mark Johnson & Tim Mays 

of ESI, Mayor Bill Edwards of Centerton and Mrs. Manning a resident of Centerton  

 

(3) Pledge of Allegiance 

 

(4) Approval of Consent Agenda (Minutes for prior meeting, financial reports and 

system statistics reports). 

 
Commissioner Coffelt addressed the Commissioners by asking if they had any questions about the consent agenda 
items before they proceed.   

 

Commissioner Birmingham made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Commissioner 

Anderson seconded. All Commissioners were in favor and the motion passed. 

(5) Manning’s Address the Commission on Dispute of bill.  Mary Perkins with CWSD 

explained to the commissioners the bill for dates of service 9/2/2013 through 5/3/2017 was due to a clerical 
error resulting in closing the Manning’s account, but services continued.  The Manning’s failed to notify 
CWSD they were not receiving bills for services they were receiving.  The total bill for water & sewer was 
$5027.52 which included the monthly based minimum charge.  Utility Director Holzkamper waived the 
minimum charge reducing the total bill to $3,203.28 based on what the Commission had done in the past.  
Utility Director Holzkamper explained CWSD had developed a new method to determine usage from 
month to month on orphan meter reads which brought this issue to CWSD’s attention.  This new method 
will allow CWSD to address these kind of errors timely going forward.  Mrs. Manning explained their bills 
were set up for auto draft and she was unaware they stopped getting bills for the water services.  She stated 
they were unable to pay the bill in full and monthly payments would take years.  With some discussion 
between the commissioners’ they decided to accept a reduced amount with option to pay on outstanding 
balance monthly, but not to exceed 36 months.  Mrs. Manning is to get with Mary Perkins tomorrow to sign 
paperwork and set up a payment plan of $44.44 per month.   

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to accept a reduced amount of $1600 to settle this balance and allow 

monthly payments not to exceed 36 months.  Commission Birmingham seconded the motion.  All Commissioner 

were in favor and the motion passed.   

(6) Old Business: 
 

a. Cooperation / Collaboration discussion for Gravette update:  Commissioner 

Anderson, Utility Director Holzkamper and Centerton Mayor Bill Edwards attended first 

meeting with Gravette.  They offered to address concerns that the Gravette council has 

regarding Bella Vista purchasing part of Centerton’s infrastructure to alleviate any 

tension regarding the sale.  In addition, the Mayor of Gravette was reluctant to share 

private and confidential information with Centerton Water & Sewer over concerns 
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regarding “conflict of interest” in relation to new development between City of Gravette 

and City of Centerton.  Commissioner Anderson assured Gravette Mayor Maddox that 

any and all discussions that involve the Commission and the Water & Sewer services 

they provide remain confidential between the Commission and those entities involved in 

the planning process.  The City of Centerton only knows about development in other 

area’s when it is announced publically.  Commissioner Anderson stated Gravette agreed 

to meet once per month to discuss planning needs for water and sewer services.  As a 

possible long term project, Commissioner Anderson, introduced the concept to 

potentially provide sewer services to the Hiwassee area by forming a Sanitation 

Authority between the two cities.   

 

b. Banking Services Proposals:  It was decided that the Commission will table this 

issue until they have had time to review the handout, clarify some of the details offered 

by various bank proposals and discuss our cash management plan.  The First National 
Bank Account needs to have some activity due to dormancy rules.  Commissioner Anderson 
will look into 12 to 18 month CD options available.  The Commissioner’s signed the signature 
cards for Bank of Gravette.   
 

c. Attorney report:  Michael Bearden responded to letter from Jason Wales with law 

firm “Everett, Wales & Comstock” representing the City of Gravette’s intent to acquire 

City of Centerton’s water service properties stating that 1) City of Centerton voted not to 

enter into negotiations with the City of Gravette 2) Arkansas code cited does not apply to 

City of Gravette’s request (federal code supersedes the statute Gravette quoted), and 3) 

due to federal indebtedness the property which the City of Gravette wants to acquire 

cannot be acquired due to an existing loan (federal statute 1926b).  In response, Jason 

Wales requested a copy of the loan documentation stated per item two above.  Mr. 

Bearden supplied the requested documentation.   

 

A “Memorandum of Understanding” for an “Agreement of costs incurred by CWSD 

Commission on the sale of the service area to Bella Vista” has been sent to Bella Vista to 

review.  Bella Vista’s attorney reviewed it and passed the agreement along to Bella Vista 

Council.  The Bella Vista Council will discuss and vote on it at this month’s meeting.   

 

Utility Director Holzkamper, per the USDA contract, CWSD can require Gravette to pay 

attorney fees for pursuing the purchase of our service area.  He has asked Mr. Bearden’s 

firm to separate their billing for the Bella Vista sale & Gravette issues they address on 

behalf of the Commission.  

 

d. Decatur Plant Progress Update:  Director Holzkamper then reported on the 

progress of the Decatur Sewer Plant expansion stating everything is moving along.  Still 

working on building equipment with a start construction date of July 1, 2017.  Still 

haven’t heard from ADEQ, so, that may hold things up a bit.  H2 Innovations, the supplier 

of the membrane, had a meeting with ADEQ in Little Rock which went over very well.  

Per Mayor of City of Decatur, Simmons is wanting to grow their business.  Looks like 

they have found acreage across from the park that may suit their needs.  Potential for 

additional water & sewer services due to Simmons growth.      
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e. Project Updates – Engineering Services, Inc. 

 
i. Leak Zone Bids – Mark Johnson stated Tristar Contractors provided their 

bonds and insurance documentation.  Pre-construction meeting sometime next 

week.  Commission Anderson will attend the meeting.    
 

ii. Bella Vista Sale – Mark Johnson with ESI completed Form RD 465-1 after 

conferring with the USDA area representative in Harrison.  Form must be signed 

by City of Centerton Mayor and Commissioner Coffelt.  Per Utility Directory 

Holzkamper, David Menz sent a letter out to bond holders (2012 & 2014 water 

& sewer bonds) and Assured Guaranty which is our insurance company seeking 

their approval of Bella Vista sale.  The bond holders had no issue with the sale.  

Still waiting on response from Assured Guaranty.  Once they give us their 

approval, they will provide a letter we can provide to USDA for them to proceed.   

Per Mark Johnson, once we get that part done, he thinks that is everything 

needed from us.  The rest of information required is to be provided by Bella 

Vista.    

 

iii. Intersection 102B and Seba/Town VU rework:  Mark Johnson with ESI 

confirmed the City will be responsible for the cost incurred to relocate any 

utilities impacted by this project.  The highway department had an 

unreasonable time frame to complete the relocation by August, but it looks like 

that issue has been addressed with the highway department.  CWSD will start 

digging to locate lines for ESI so they can start work on a preliminary report on 

cost & issues regarding relocating the water & sewer lines.     

 

f.  Director’s Report: 

i. Allen LS level monitoring – Director Holzkamper has ordered the Radar 

level sensing unit called “Rosemount 5400 Level Transmitter” recommended by 

Mark Johnson with ESI to address issues to alleviate problem at lift station with 

Pressure Transducer being twisted in the wet well.   Takes approximately 8 

weeks to process the order.  He will make arrangements to install it when it is 

received.   
 

ii. Project Planning Worksheet:  Director Holzkamper reviewed the Project 

Planning worksheet with the commission.  Received plans for a new subdivision 

by Roth Homes.  It is located north and west of Tameron.  Pre-con for 

Watercolors (apartment behind Taco Bell).  Next week will have a Pre-con for 

apartments at 279 & Vaughn.   

 

iii. Crew Update:  Director Holzkamper provided a calendar to show 

commission of all training the CWSD employees have scheduled for the next few 

months.  He will keep updated as we go.   
 

a) We have one open position.  Will take applications through 7/28/17. 

b) Found and fixed 12 water leaks found this month.  

c) Listened to over 300 meter sets to find leaks this month.   

d) Replaced about 32 water meters in town.  Batteries are going bad.  
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e) Camera & Cleaned 10,000 ft. of sewer main line. 

f) Smoke tested two subdivisions.  Found a few problems with that.  As 

they find problems they send out letters to people to get them fixed.  

Then follow up with new inspections.   

g) Crew did about 50 more values – exercising them, grouting and putting 

rings around them.  Starting to work out in district now.   

 

iv. Update on City Annexations:  Director Holzkamper passed around map 

with update on annexations.  Next area to work is north of the city to include 

Greenstone and work our way back to clean up along Hwy 72.    

 

v. Upcoming Updates to Employee Manual:  Per Directory Holzkamper we 

are working on revising our employee handbook and writing policies for Medical 
Marijuana, Random Drug Testing and Prescription drug use, Background Checks, 
Driving and License Records verification.  We will give the information being 
developed to Attorney Bearden to review and present at next meeting. 
 

(7) New / Other Business:   

 

i. USDA Loan:  Per Directory Holzkamper, we could update our USDA loan and 

extend our USDA protection past 2045 by extending or refinancing our current loan.  

Commissioner Coffelt asked if there was any projects we should take a look at.  

Utility Director Holzkamper stated we need to start looking at building a new water 

tower because we currently have under a days’ worth of stored water.  The 

Commission will take that under consideration.   
 

(8) Public Comment:  None 

    
(9) Resolutions:   

 

Resolution No. 2017-10 came before the Commission.   Commissioner Anderson made a motion to 

present the Resolution by tittle only and to suspend the 3 reading rule, Commissioner Birmingham 2nd 

the motion.   Attorney Bearden read the Resolution by title only:  A Resolution approving and fixing the 

value of dedicated infrastructure for DIAMOND ESTATES to the City of Centerton, Arkansas of 

$518,611.00.”  Commissioner Anderson made a motion to adopt Resolution 2017-09 and Commission 

Birmingham 2nd the motion.  All Commissioners were in favor and the motion carried.   

 

 

    (10) Announcements: None 

 

Commissioner Coffelt asked the attendees if there were any questions.  With no further business, 
Commissioner Birmingham made a motion to adjourn, Commissioner Anderson 2nd. All were in 

favor and the meeting adjourned.  


