
Centerton Utilities 

(Water/Wastewater Departments) (Franchised Utility Permitting) 

 

500 Keller Road    PO Box 366    Centerton, Arkansas 72719-0366 

www.centertonutilities.com    admin@centertonutilities.com 

Office: (479)795-0222    After Hours Emergency: (479)866-1460 

 

June 19, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER – The meeting of the Centerton Waterworks & Sewer Commission was called to order 

by Commission Chairman Melvin Coffelt. 

(1) ROLL CALL – Commissioners Melvin Coffelt,  Robert Andersen & Donald Casteel, Utilities Director 

Frank Holzkamper and Mary Perkins of Centerton Utilities, Attorney Morgan Doughty of Harrington 
Miller, Mark Johnson of ESI, Scott Beardsley of Crews & Associates, Daniel Allen of Raymond James 
Financial Services, Inc.  and Mayor Bill Edwards of City of Centerton   

 

(2) Pledge of Allegiance 
 

(3) Approval of Consent Agenda (Minutes for prior meeting, financial reports and 
system statistics reports). 

 
Commissioner Coffelt addressed the Commissioners by asking if they had any questions about the consent 
agenda items before they proceed.   Commissioner Anderson made a motion to approve the consent agenda 
as presented. Commissioner Casteel seconded.  All Commissioners were in favor and the motion passed. 
 

(4) Introduction of new team members:  Utility Director Holzkamper introduced new 
hires Vicky Cox, Brad Sweat, Chad Klingler and Lindsey Ryan to the commission.   
 

(5) Old Business: 
a. Attorney report – Harrington Miller Law Firm 

Gravette Lawsuit Update –   Attorney Doughty stated they are still awaiting decision 

from the judge.   Per Utility Director Holzkamper, Bella Vista is waiting on Gravette lawsuit 
decision before moving forward with the purchase.     
 

b. Project Updates – Engineering Services, Inc. -    

i. Intersection 102B and Seba/Town Vu Bid – Per Mark Johnson with ESI, as of 

June 2nd the contractor “Seven Valleys” had completed approximately 72% of the work.  He 
anticipates the project will be finished by next month’s commission meeting.  Mr. Johnson 
has received a pay estimate from them and he is recommending the commission pay 
$122,166.14.   Mr. Johnson also presented ESI’s pay estimate of $11,638.74 to the 
commission for payment. 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to accept Seven Valley’s pay estimate as presented. Commissioner 

Casteel seconded.  All Commissioners were in favor and the motion passed.  Commissioner Anderson made a 

motion to accept ESI’s pay estimate as presented. Commissioner Casteel seconded.  All Commissioners were 

in favor and the motion passed. 

ii. Updating of Mapping System: Per Mark Johnson with ESI, they have finished 

incorporating all the new subdivision development plans into the map.  They have not 
finished getting the new topographic photo’s in system yet.  The may have them ready by 
next month’s commission meeting.   
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iii. Water Tower Project (Multi Agency Attempt):  Per Mark Johnson with ESI, they 

have done a very preliminary sketch for an alternative site on Herbaugh Road.  There is 
approximately one acre available to build a tower at this location.  This location is already 
owned by Centerton Utilities.  An analysis would need to be done to see if the existing pump 
station on 72 would fill the Herbaugh tank.  If it is not capable of filling the tank, the option 
would be to either upgrade pump station on 72 or build a new pump station at Herbaugh 
Road site.  It could cost an additional $250,000 to build pump station on this site.  One 
drawback to this site it is 35 feet in elevation lower than just west of the existing tank.  To 
raise the overflow of the tower to the same height the column on the Herbaugh tank would 
need to be 35 feet taller.   Mark Johnson stated the contractors quoted up to $8,000 per foot.  
This would add additional cost $250, 000 to build of the tower.  The original site on Hwy 72 
where the current tower is would be a whole lot simpler and less expensive to build on.  
Utility Director Holzkamper recommended we continue to try to purchase the property 
located at the initial site on Hwy 72.  There are 3.8 acres available at the initial site.  He spoke 
with a real estate agent yesterday who will be contacting the property owner to determine 
what price they are asking.  He will email the commissioners when he obtains this 
information.  Per Mark Johnson there are three other water providers in the area looking at 
building elevated tanks this year.  There may be some economy gain by having all 4 projects 
bid around the same time.   
 

iv. Sewage Retention Basin: Per Mark Johnson they have done very little work at this 

project at this time.  Instead they have focused on the Southern Sewer System project below.     
 

v. Southern Sewer System:  Per Mark Johnson they have worked on a set of preliminary 

plans.  They have developed a plan information file and have plotted property ownership 
names and tracks on it.  They have used the existing Benton County mapping topography to 
do the plan and profile.  They would want to use this document to start talking to property 
owners about possible easements.  The plans go all the way to Vaughn.  After talking to 
property owners and obtaining easement, ESI would want to do surveying before producing 
the final plans.   Per Utility Director Holzkamper, he has spoken with Cassie Elliot about 
starting this process, she is just waiting on Centerton Utilities to start obtaining easements.  
Once phases 1 & 2 are done, he would like to continue obtaining easements for the other 
phases prior to those area’s developing.  That should allow us to get easements in drainage 
basin of those areas.   

 
Utility Director Holzkamper also spoke with Memphis Snyder.  He has spoken with his 
partners and is in process of talking with City of Bentonville to see what is involved in DE 
annexation.  He is wanting Centerton sewer services and was informed he would need to 
annex into Centerton for that to occur.  He is open to selling about an acre of land to 
Centerton Utilities.  ESI worked up a map showing the prime location needed to build the lift 
station. It is in an area on his property that is not buildable.    
 

(c) Director’s Report: 
i. Decatur Plant (Update): Utility Director Holzkamper stated the project is still moving 

along.  It is slated for substantial completion by November/December 2018.   
 

ii. Project Planning Worksheet: Director Holzkamper presented the “Project Planning 

Worksheet” to the commission.  The commission reviewed the new projects on the report.   
 

iii. Leak Zone Report:  Per Utility Director Holzkamper they have 3 zones test have been ran on.  

Two of the zones show less than 10 percent loss of water.  The third zone indicated they sold less 
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water than in past.  They need to review and revise the customer’s assigned to zones to ensure 
accuracy of leak zone reporting.  The reports do show a 15 percent drop in water loss.   
 

iv. Crew Update:   
Director Holzkamper stated that our System Foreman, Josh Brannon, resigned his position.  His 
position has been filled by Billy Tyler who starts on Monday, June 25th.  He has 14 years’ 
experience with City of Rogers.  He has a Class 4 water distribution license, as well as, a Class 3 
waste water license.  He is a plumbing and building inspector.  After he left Rogers, we was the 
“Public Works Director” for the City of Cave Springs.  Then worked in the private sector prior to 
accepting this position.   
  

Sewer on Kimmel Road Update:  Per Utility Director Holzkamper, with the exodus of 

employees in past couple of months, we lost our only employee who had sewer construction 
experience.  To complete the sewer project on Kimmel, we will need this project completed by an 
outside contractor.  There are currently two subdivisions in the final stages of development 
needing to hook on to this line.  He presented an estimate to the commission from Flett 
Construction Company, LLC for $91,100.  The cost to lay the pipe of $61,600 is the only 
additional cost associated with this project.  The rest of the bid to install the man holes was 
already factored in when the project was originally approved.  This is more than the $20,000 cap 
for hiring a job out without going to bid, but, he feels time is of the essence to complete this 
project.  The commission asked Attorney Doughty if they could declare it an emergency and do 
the resolution at next meeting.  She agreed that the commission could do this.  She will prepare 
resolution for next meeting.     

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to declare the completion of Kimmel Road Sewer project as an 

emergency to maintain the integrity of the system.  Also, to accept the bid from Flett Construction Company, 

LLC for $90,100.   Commissioner Casteel seconded.  All Commissioners were in favor and the motion passed. 

(6) New / Other Business:   
a. Review RFQ for Financial Advice and select firm:  Raymond James and Crews & 

Associates attended the meeting.  They each gave a brief overview of the services they can 
provide for the Commission.  Crews & Associates is owned by First Security Bank.   Scott 
Beardsley made the presentation.  Raymond James presentation was done by Daniel Allen.   Per 
Utility Director Holzkamper, we are breaking volume records per day.  Time is of the essence to 
get this project underway.  Mark Johnson with ESI stated that if we go with ANRC or USDA the 
engineering requirements could add 6 months to start the project.  Commissioner Anderson 
stated at the request of the ANRC, Mark Bennett and Linda Flannigan met with him and Utility 
Director Holzkamper on June 7th.   Mr. Bennett is offering to provide financing to build our water 
tower and will ensure the project is pushed through if it is disturbed ground.  The commission 
discussed both firms presentation.  The Commissioner’s felt that both firms would be a good 
choice for Financial Advisory Services.  Crews & Associates does the majority municipality work 
in the area and would be instrumental in coordinating the tower bid process with 3 other cities.    

 

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to contact Crews and Associates about entering into a contract for 

Financial Advisory Services and possibly Bond Underwriting Services.   Commissioner Casteel seconded.  All 

Commissioners were in favor and the motion passed. 

b. Review Employee payroll compared to other cities our size. (Robert):     
Commissioner Anderson stated that the employee wage scale needs to be reviewed in order to 
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stay competitive.   He presented his findings on starting wage and caps.  He stated we are starting 
employees at about $2.00 lower than other cities.  We have had several applicants in office and 
field withdraw their application when they learn the starting wage for the position. 
Commissioner Anderson proposes to discuss further with Utility Director Holzkamper and bring 
something to vote on at next meeting.    
 

c. Consumer Confidence Report now out and on website:  Per Utility Director 

Holzkamper, the CCR reports are available to review on our website.  Also, the Audit Results are 
available at the office to review. There will be a foot note on bills to let customers know these are 
available.   
 

(7) Resolutions: 
  

Resolution 2018-10 – A resolution requiring individuals, or developments, who want 

Sanitary Sewer from Centerton Utilities annex in the City of Centerton.     

 Resolution No. 2018-10 came before the Commission.  Commissioner Anderson made a 

motion to present the Resolution by tittle only and to suspend the 3 reading rule, 

Commissioner Casteel 2nd the motion.   Attorney Doughty read the Resolution by title only:  

“A resolution limiting the provision of Centerton Sewer Services to 
territory within the city limits of the City of Centerton”.   Commissioner 

Anderson made a motion to adopt Resolution 2018-10 and Commission Casteel 2nd the 

motion.  All Commissioners were in favor and the motion carried.   

Utility Director Holzkamper will ensure the Ordinance supporting the above referenced resolution 

is delivered to Mayor Bill Edwards for review and signatures at next city council meeting.    

Resolution 2018-11 – A resolution accepting the donated infrastructure from Briar Rose 

($670,342.00). 

 Resolution No. 2018-11 came before the Commission.  Commissioner Anderson made a 

motion to present the Resolution by tittle only and to suspend the 3 reading rule, 

Commissioner Casteel 2nd the motion.   Attorney Doughty read the Resolution by title only:  

“A resolution accepting the donated infrastructure from Briar Rose”.   
Commissioner Anderson made a motion to adopt Resolution 2018-11 and Commission 

Casteel 2nd the motion.  All Commissioners were in favor and the motion carried.   
 

(8) Public Comment - None 

(9) Announcements:  None 

 

(10) Adjournment:  Commissioner Anderson asked the attendees if there were any questions.  With 

no further business.   Commissioner Casteel made a motion to adjourn, Commissioner Anderson 

2nd. All were in favor and the meeting adjourned.  

 


